
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 

 
MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER THROUGH MAY FROM 10 

AM TO NOON  -  MEETINGS ARE HELD IN MULLINS PARK, 10150 NW 29th St, CORAL SPRINGS - LOCATIONS OF 
FIELD TRIPS VARY.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org ctures of OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 

Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 
 

      December 2021 

 

2021-2022 GARDEN CLUB MEETING SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 9, 2021—Holiday Luncheon—Cooper’s Hawk 
Winery and Restaurant  

APRIL 14,2022— Regular Meeting—Guest Speaker Rose 
Butman from Naturescape Broward 

DECEMBER 17, 2021—Field Trip to Flamingo Gardens APRIL 21, 2022—Spring District Meeting—venue and 
speaker TBD 

JANUARY 13, 2022—Field Trip to Fairchild Tropical Garden MAY 12, 2022—Scholarship Luncheon 

FEBRUARY 10,2022—Regular meeting—Make & Take for 
Valentine’s Day 

Members Who Lunch in June, July and August—
additional details to follow 

MARCH 10, 2022—Regular Meeting—Garden Fest Planning—
Guest Speaker Taryn Palo speaks on Bromeliads and 

Tillandsias, and brings plants to sell 

 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JERI DECKER 
 
 
Wow,  it’s already December and the holidays are upon us! Everyone, I’m sure, is busy meeting 
with friends and family and busy shopping and gardening.  Our Board and Committees have also 
been busy bees planning programs and events for December and January.  
 
The weather wasn’t cooperative for our Flamingo Gardens tour which had to be rescheduled to 
December 17th.  I think we have learned a lesson and any future outdoor trips will be held rain or 
shine. 
 
I’d like to thank our holiday party committee Ken, Donna, Miriam, Sephora and Ginny. They are 
doing an amazing job.  We have 34 members and guests signed up for Coopers Hawk on Dec. 9 th 

at 11:30 am.  Don’t forget your garden related grab bag gift and a toy for a child in the hospital. 
 
We had a great November meeting at Pizza Time in Coral Springs. Twenty – six  members and 
prospective members joined us for good food, camaraderie and an informative speaker on ways to 
protect our sand dunes. 
 
In January, we begin our garden therapy project with  Aston Gardens and Special Needs Adults at 
Sartory Hall.  Please check your email for the details and the opportunity to sign up to volunteer. 
 
Wishing everyone happy holidays. 
 
Jeri 
 
 



GardenFest 2022 
 

This is our major fundraiser of the year and gives us the most visibility in the community.  
This year’s event will be held March 19 and 20 in the Walk.  We ask all members to 
participate in some way!  Right now we are still seeking vendors and sponsors.  These 
vendors and sponsors are supporting us and our mission.  Please consider favoring them with 
your business and be sure to tell them you are a member of the Garden Club of Coral 
Springs! 
 
Vendors can be selling plants, outdoor yard art, plant supplies or vegetables.  The following 
is our current list of vendors:  

 
Adriana Gante 

Anna and Laszlo Boros 
Bamboo Management 

Biscotti Girl 
Cielos Abiertos Landscaping 

Crushable Hats, Inc 
Elena Metzkes 

Happy Dog Bakery Inc 
Haydee Gomez 

Honey Smack Attack 
Kreative Gardens, Inc 

Larry Smith 
Magic Nursery 

Sabrina Sparkman 
Smart Girl, LLC 

 
Sponsors are donating funds to support our scholarship program which offers financial aid 
to High School Seniors entering a Florida College and majoring in fields of study related to 
the environment and horticulture. Thank you to: 
 

Ronnie Ratner-Sheldon 
Coldwell Banker Realty 

 
Giulio Leone 

Financial Advisor 
 

Hap Pomeranz 
Keyes Realty 

 

Law Offices of Barry A Diamond, PA 
Coral Springs  

 
Ryan Meyers 

Meyers Insurance  
 

Maria Montibano  
Sotheby’s International Realty 

 
If anyone knows someone who can be a sponsor, please send them the information from our 
GardenFest website.  Thank you to Marcy, Jeri, Luanne and June for Chairing this event, 
but please remember . . . we are ALL on this important committee. 
 



SMILE.AMAZON.COM 
 
Remember—You can shop at Amazon and support us!  Just sign on to Smile.Amazon.Com 
and in the upper left hand corner check Supporting. Search for Garden Club of Coral Springs.  
You get the same great prices, but in addition, we earn 1/2 of 1%!   

ALTERNATIVES TO GROWING IN THE GROUND 

If any of you are like me, it’s getting 
harder and harder to get on the ground 
to garden these days.  You have three 
options. 
 
Option One 
 
Hire someone.  Enough said. 
 
Option Two 
 
You can plant in containers.  This is 
particularly effective if you live in a villa 
or condo.  

 
Almost any vegetable that you grow in the ground can be grown in a container in Florida.  
You must pick the appropriate size container—e.g. herbs and lettuce would prefer 10-14 
inch diameter pots. Peppers, eggplants and squash would like it a little more roomy asking 
for 18-24 inch pots. 
 
Also, the color of the pot is important as it can affect the amount of heat the pot retains. 
Dark pots absorb the sunlight and will retain the heat longer.  
 
Plastic or ceramic pots? Air movement stimulates root growth, resulting in healthier plants. 
Clay also wicks moisture out of the soil.  This makes clay the better choice for plants that 
prefer dry soil (or if you tend to overwater).  This also means you will have to water more 
often with clay. 
 
Your pots should have drain holes. You can put a rock in the bottom to prevent soil escape, 
but more only makes your pot heavier and harder to move.  Other lightweight options, 
recycle plastics like water bottles and packing peanut materials. 
 
Instead of using individual containers, you might opt to have an elevated planning box.  
There are many available on line, but if you are handy (or know someone who is), you can 
Do It Yourself.  

Option Three 
 
Hydroponic Gardening is becoming more 
popular. Hydroponics involves growing plants 
without soil.  One uses mineral nutrient solutions 
in an aqueous solvent.  
 
Hydroponics is not without disadvantages.  It is 
expensive to set up, vulnerable to power 
outages, requires constant monitoring and 
maintenance, can get waterborne diseases and 
problems affect plants quicker. 
 

(continued on page 4.) 



ALTERNATIVES TO GROWING IN THE GROUND  (cont.) 

A major argument against hydroponic gardening is 
that it is sterile. Sterility is a lack of micro-
organisms.  Micro - organisms such as bacteria 
support plant health and the environment. Without 
bacteria, plants are more vulnerable to disease 
and have difficulty taking up nutrients. 
 
Tower hydroponic systems are expensive.  
Systems can be $500 and more.  But again, there 
are ways to make them yourself.  You can also 
buy countertop systems on line for under $100.  
Supplies can readily be bought on line or at the big 
box stores. 
 
That being said, hydroponic plants grow 25% 
faster than soil plants. Depending on the system, 
you can grown up to 30% more plants in the same 
amount  of  space  as  soil  plants.  Hydroponics  is  

excellent for growing crops in an area you 
might not otherwise be able to grow them.  
Depending on the system, you could also 
have crops available year round. 
 
So what are the best plants to grow 
hydroponically?  Most are vegetables.  
Lettuce, spinach, kale, hot peppers, 
cucumbers, green beans, basil and 
strawberries are all great options. Herbs 
can be grown in the countertop version. 
 
If any in the group are growing 
hydroponically and would like to invite us 
over to see their garden, that would be fun! 

UPDATE ON THE FIELD TRIP TO  

FAIRCHILD TROPICAL GARDENS 

 
The date has been changed to January 14th.  We 
are partnering with Tamarac Community Center.  
They have city buses at their avail, so we won’t need 
to carpool!  We will be able to step on the bus and 
enjoy the ride.  Details to follow so keep an eye on 
your email.  














