
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER THROUGH MAY FROM 10 
AM TO NOON  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS. - LOCATIONS OF 
MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS VARY - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON OUR 

WEBSITE. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 

Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

December 2022 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JERI DECKER 

 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. I’m  thankful for having a wonderful 
group of members who take time out of their busy days to enhance our programs and 
activities. Without your support our club wouldn’t be as successful as it is. 
 
• This last month we successfully planted lettuce, kale, beans and herbs at 

Sawgrass Nature Center. All plants will help feed animals in their care. 
 

• We went to Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School  and planted herbs while 
Luanne explained to students the proper way to toil the soil, add fertilizer and 
space them.  She also taught them how to get rid of grubs. 

 
• We had Master Gardener Mona Johnston speak on Native Plant’s that help our 

wildlife at our second Saturday meeting at the Library. 
 

• Our visit to Morikami Gardens will now be on December 20th. Please let Mary 
Anne know if you are interested in attending. 

 
• Our Holiday party is December 3rd.  It is sold out. 

 
• We still need members to call for sponsorships. Nancy Varillas generously typed 

up a script to help make it easier. Please let me know if you can give an hour to 
make some calls to local businesses. 

 
• June, Luanne and I have sold all our Saturday spots for GardenFest. Thank you 

Debbie and Mary Anne for handling out flyers.  We still have four spots available 
for Sunday. 

 
I hope to see many of you during the month, but if I don’t see you beforehand I wish 
you and your family all the best during whichever holiday you celebrate. 
 
Jeri 



COMMON BEGONIA TYPES 

By Lynn Rochelle 

 

Wax begonias 

The most common are Begonia semperflorens varieties, also called wax, annual, or bedding 

begonias. These shade-loving plants bring mounds of color when planted under trees or tucked in 

planters, hanging baskets, or window boxes. Wax begonias are typically grown as annuals, reaching 6 

to 12 inches tall and wide. 

 

Tuberous begonias 

Another popular type, tuberous begonias have spectacular colorful flowers, and are particularly showy 

in hanging baskets or containers. They also have a larger growth habit than wax begonias, growing 12 

to 18 inches tall as houseplants and up to 3 feet or more in outdoor containers. 

Cane begonias 

With an upright growth habit and segmented stems, cane types have beautiful foliage and bloom in a 

wide array of colors. Angel wing begonias, named for their wing-shaped leaves, also belong to this 

group. They are popular and well-suited as houseplants, but can also be grown outside. Their size 

varies with growing conditions, from 6- to 12-inch houseplants to bushy plants up to 5 feet. 

Rhizomatous begonia 

The largest class, rhizomatous begonias are distinguished by relatively thick stems, or rhizomes, that 

grow horizontally near the soil surface and sprout new roots and leaves. They also have some of the 

most interesting leaves and stems and are often grown as houseplants. Sizes vary from just a few 

inches to large plants up to 3 feet tall and wide. 

Rex begonias 

A subgroup of rhizomatous, Rex begonias (Begonia rex), are widely available, sold by florists and 

garden centers year-round, and generally reach 12 to 18 inches tall and wide. Their distinct foliage 

makes them a popular houseplant, but they can be finicky. They're wonderful in summer flower beds 

or containers, especially when combined with ferns and other semi-shade companions. 

Wax - Begonia x 
Semperflorens-

cultorum 

Tuberous Cane - Begonia 
Aconitifolia 

Rhizomatous - 
Amelia’s 

Kaleidoscope 

Rex - Begonia Red 
Kiss 



PLANTING BEGONIAS 
(includes instructions for colder areas also) 

 

When to plant 

Transplant after all threat of frost has passed, as they are extremely frost tender and even temperatures 

below 50 degrees can cause damage. 

Where to plant 

Select a location that gets partial shade or filtered sunlight; with morning sun and afternoon shade being 

the best, especially where it is exceptionally hot. For sunnier locations, try a dark-leaved variety or one 

that specifies improved sun tolerance, like Surefire Rose. Plant in a location where they will have good air 

circulation to prevent powdery mildew. 

How to plant 

Plant wax begonia transplants 6 to 8 inches apart and others according to their mature size. Tubers can 

be started indoors by placing the tubers, hollow side up, 1 inch apart in a shallow tray with moist potting 

mix. Place the tray in a dark room and water just enough to keep the potting mix moist, but not soggy. 

Tubers should sprout in about 4 weeks and be moved to an area with bright light once the sprouts are 

about an inch tall. Only plant outdoors when there is no longer a threat of frost. 

 

BEGONIA CARE 

Tuberous begonias will naturally die back each year. Start decreasing water in late summer to early fall 

and trim back foliage when it starts to yellow. Dig up the tubers at the first threat of frost. Clean any 

remaining dirt from the tubers and dry them on newspaper in a sunny location for about a week. To 

prevent powdery mildew, lightly dust them with sulfur powder and store individually in paper bags or 

wrapped in newspaper. 

 

Rhizomatous and wax types don’t die back and are usually pinched or lightly pruned each year to keep 

them healthy and encourage full, but compact growth. In warmer climates, this is best done in spring. In 

cooler climates, you can do this in fall as a clean-up before bringing them inside for the winter. In addition 

to cutting them back, check for signs of pests or disease before moving them indoors. Slowly acclimate 

them to their new inside location by first placing in a bright window and gradually decreasing the amount 

of light.  This will to help prevent stress, which causes the leaves to drop. 



Bad Garden Jokes 
 

I started growing fungi in my garden, but it failed miserably. 
I guess there is mushroom for improvement! 

 
How did the millionaire gardener get rich so quick? 

He was running a huge pansy scheme. 

The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2022-2023 
(Events and Speakers subject to change.) 

 
 

 

DATE 
 

EVENT 

December 3 (Sat) Holiday Luncheon at Coopers Hawk 11:30 AM to 2:30 PM 

December 8 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

December 20 (Tues) Field Trip to Morikami Museum 

January 12 (Thurs) Field Trip to Kampong Gardens 

January 12 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

January 14 (Sat) Members Meeting at Northwest Regional Library - Lorna 
Bravo presents on “Florida Friendly Landscapes” 

January 29 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

February 9 (Thurs) Member Meeting 10 AM at Mullins Hall - Inger Jones presents 
on”Pruning Our Gardens Dos and Don’ts”  

February 9 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

February 26 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

March 9  (Thurs) Field Trip to the Tree Zoo at the Arboretum in Constitution 
Park 

March 9  (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

March 11 (Sat) Member Meeting at Northwest Regional Library - Mallorie 
Harbour presents  “Ecology - Exploring Environmental 
Challenges and Opportunities & Human Population and Its 
Impact on the Environment”. 

March 18-19 (Sat & Sun) GardenFest 9 AM to 5:30 PM 

March 26 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

April 13 (Thurs) Member Meeting 10 AM at Mullins Hall - Make and Take 

April 23 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

May 11 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

May 11 (Thurs) Scholarship Luncheon “Incontro Italian Cuisine Steakhouse” 
Coral Springs 

May 28 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

June, July & August Summer Luncheons and Native Orchid Planting 













 

 
 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri 
 
 

 
Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15th of every month.   
 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The home is then visited by the committee and/or other club 
members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the club’s web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 

mailto:gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com










Our GardenFest vendor spots are sold out!  Thank you Jeri, Luanne & June! 
Please support these vendors who supports us  

as you do your winter garden refreshening and holiday purchasing! 



PICTURES OF OUR VOLUNTEERS LAST MONTH MAKING THINGS HAPPEN! 




