
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER THROUGH MAY FROM 10 
AM TO NOON  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS. - MEETINGS ARE HELD 
AT NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY IN CORAL SPRINGS AND FIELD TRIPS VARY - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE 

IN THE NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON OUR WEBSITE. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 

Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

JANUARY 2023 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JERI DECKER 

 
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone enjoyed a healthy and happy holiday and may 
you all have a blessed New Year. 
 
Successes this month: 

 
Our Youth Group made wildflower seed bombs, and our vegetable garden is in 

full bloom.  Now, we need more members to help!  If you can, please let me 
know. 

 
Twenty- two people joined our wonderful field trip to Morikami Museum and 

Japanese Gardens.  
 
Carol, Jill and I attended a Make and Take at Northwest Regional Library.  

We made caterpillars and seed bombs with 30 children.  We also handed 
out membership information for our Club and Youth Group. 

 
We are looking forward to our field trip to Kampong Gardens on Thursday, 

the 12th. 
 
Come and join us at Northwest Regional Library on Saturday, the 14th.  

Master Gardener Lorna Bravo will be speaking on “Florida Friendly 
Landscapes” at 10:30AM.  Anyone interested in helping with beverages and 
goodies, please let me know. 

 
Thank you again for everyone’s dedication. Let’s keep buzzing around in 2023! 
 
Jeri 
 
   



TWO EXCEPTIONAL PROGRAMS OFFERED IN FLORIDA 
The Florida Master Gardener Volunteer  

We have two programs in Florida about which most of us are aware, but we have many new members 
who might want to avail themselves of these programs.  The Florida Master Gardener Volunteer 
Program is an outreach program provided by the UF/IFAS Extension through which certified 
volunteers provide research-based horticultural education to Florida residents.  Topics include (but 
are not limited to) horticulture, urban forestry, Florida friendly gardening, botany, fruit crops, lawns, 
plant diseases and environmental science. 

Participants in the program must complete a 50-hour plus training course involving lectures, labs and 
field training. After certification, Master Gardeners must work through their county Extension 
office to contribute 75 hours volunteer hours and 10 learning hours within the first year of 
certification.  Certified Master Gardeners can earn these volunteer hours answering gardening 
questions from local residents, participating in community and school garden projects, supporting 
youth activities and more.  In other words…... participating in a lot of our endeavors! 

We have five Master Gardeners in our Club - Luanne Betz, Nancy DaSilva, Jill Kareff, Pilar Londono 
and Caroline Steffen.  All value the knowledge they had gained, particularly since it was science 
based, and the gratification of giving back to the community.  

The 2023 class starts in July and registration must take place prior to June 4. The cost is $275 for 
inscription in the course, with an additional good-faith volunteer deposit of $200. The $200 good –
faith  deposit is refundable if the trainee completes his/her 75 volunteer hours completed within one 
calendar year from the final examination. This is a simplified version of the volunteer requirements 
which you must investigate in their entirety.  

If you are interested in pursuing this designation, please speak with one of these ladies or go on line 
at Broward Master Gardener - UF/IFAS Extension (ufl.edu) . 

The Florida Master Naturalist Program 

The Florida Master Naturalist Program (FMNP) is an adult education program developed by the 
University of Florida and provided by participating organizations. Their mission is to promote 
awareness, understanding, and respect of Florida's natural world among Florida's citizens and 
visitors.  FMNP Instructors teach participants about Florida's environment using science-based 
information and interpretive techniques that prepare participants to share their knowledge with 
others.  
 
The FMNP has three core courses— Freshwater Systems, Coastal Systems and Upland Systems. Each 
core course provides 40 contact hours of classroom learning, field trips, and practical experience. 
The registration fee per core module is $245 - $295 and includes a detailed course manual and, upon 
completion, FMNP patch, certificate and pin denoting area of expertise, FMNP nametag (if not 
previously received) and entry into the on-line FMNP Graduate Database.  
  
Graduates who complete all three core courses will become certified Florida Master Naturalists and 
will receive a Master Naturalist pin, and registration in the online Master Naturalist Honor Roll 
Database.  
 
The FMNP also offers four Land Steward courses, designed to provide more detailed information 
and/or hands-on skills in specific subject areas and they are starting a new program of Restoration 
Courses.  
 
For additional information and when the classes are to be offered, contact lead instructor Kristen 
Hoss (Youth Environmental Alliance YEA) at Kristen@yeafrog.org.  
 
NOTE:  This information was taken off the websites of the two programs.  You should be sure to 
contact the providers for full details.  I, Dotty,  must say I thought I knew a fair amount about our 
Uplands Systems until I took that course.  It was incredible the additional information I learned! 



Meet the  Member 
 

If you know Debbie Weatherly, you may be aware that she and Marcy Di Mare are among the founding 
members of our Club.  Back in October of 1999, the ladies got together and started the Garden Club of 
Coral Springs.   The club has flourished under their guidance, and we are so happy that it has. Who 
doesn’t love “Come Grow with Us”? 
 
Debbie and her husband moved from Chicago to Coral Springs because of his job as a pilot with American 
Airlines.  They were childhood sweethearts and have been married for 53 years.  He fell for one of the 
prettiest cheerleaders in Springfield, Missouri where they grew up.   
 
Missouri is home to some of the country’s most fertile farmland and Debbie learned to garden from her 
mother and her grandmother.  They grew some of their own food and canned it up for the snowy winters.  
Gardening in Florida is so much different from the Midwest and Debbie has learned a lot.  She has many 
favorites some of which are:  Angel Trumpet Trees, Bridal Bouquet Trees, Blue Agave, Flap Jacks, ferns 
of all types and Crotons of all colors.  She also enjoys raising all kinds of cacti.  Many of us have received 
cuttings and little dish gardens that Debbie has so generously shared with us.  Debbie has been 
instrumental in supplying plants for the Plant Exchange at the Rotary Community Garden.   
 
 
When Debbie isn’t getting her hands dirty in her garden, she may be 
found pulling weeds, trimming bushes and staining all the wooden 
structures at the Sawgrass Nature Center.  She shows up there several 
times and month and I know how much they appreciate her there, as 
well as her comrade Lynn Rochelle.   
 
Debbie’s favorite pastime has always been giving parties and designing 
tablescape themes for friends and family.  We love what she does for 
our meetings.  She must have a huge closet full of beautiful tablecloths!   
 
She also enjoys travelling, but has been curtailed in that respect, as 
have we all. 
 
Debbie is one to the most active members of the Garden Club and we 
appreciate all that she does for us. Thank you, Debbie for sharing a 
little bit of yourself with us. 

Newsletter News 
 

On December 8th, the Newsletter Committee met to discuss ways to improve our Newsletter.  There were 
three suggestions: 
 
 Jill suggested we have a Meet the Member section to learn more about our Members.  We wanted 
to be random, so each month I will just twirl my mouse around the membership list and whosever name it 
lands on will be the featured Member!  This will allow us to mix members with longevity and newbies. 
Debbie is the first member.  And… thank you so much Jill, not just for suggesting the feature, but for 
writing it also! 
 
 The second recommendation is to make our links in the PDF Newsletter into hyperlinks so one can 
just click on them.  We are investigating this process.  So far it looks like you need the advanced adobe 
program which we do not have.  If any member already knows how to do this and would like to share their 
knowledge, please contact me.  Thank you to Luanne for this suggestion. 
 
 Last but not least, we want to put in a feature on the history of the  Club and will be working to 
include this in next months edition. 
 
If you have any suggestions, please feel free to let me know.  Thank you! 



Bad Garden Jokes 
 

What is a landscaper’s favorite musical genre? 
Mow town 

 
What do you get when you chase a rabbit with a garden hose? 

Hare spray 

The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2022-2023 
(Events and Speakers subject to change.) 

 
 

 

DATE 
 

EVENT 

January 12 (Thurs) Field Trip to Kampong Gardens 

January 12 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

January 14 (Sat) Members Meeting at Northwest Regional Library - Lorna Bravo 
presents on “Florida Friendly Landscapes” 

January 29 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

February 9 (Thurs) Member Meeting 10 AM at Mullins Hall - Inger Jones presents 
on”Pruning Our Gardens Dos and Don’ts”  

February 9 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

February 26 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

March 9  (Thurs) Field Trip to the Tree Zoo at the Arboretum in Constitution 
Park 

March 9  (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

March 11 (Sat) Member Meeting at Northwest Regional Library - Mallorie 
Harbour presents  “Ecology - Exploring Environmental 
Challenges and Opportunities & Human Population and Its 
Impact on the Environment”. 

March 18-19 (Sat & Sun) GardenFest 9 AM to 5:30 PM 

March 26 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

April 13 (Thurs) Member Meeting 10 AM at Mullins Hall - Make and Take 

April 23 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

May 11 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

May 11 (Thurs) Scholarship Luncheon “Incontro Italian Cuisine Steakhouse” 
Coral Springs 

May 28 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

June, July & August Summer Luncheons and Native Orchid Planting 















 

 
 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri 
 
 

 
Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15th of every month.   
 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The home is then visited by the committee and/or other club 
members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the club’s web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 













Our GardenFest vendor spots are sold out!  Thank you Jeri, Luanne & June! 
Please support these vendors who supports us  

as you do your winter garden refreshening and holiday purchasing! 




