
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER THROUGH MAY FROM 10 
AM TO NOON  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS AND 
FIELD TRIPS ARE HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND 

ALSO ON OUR WEBSITE. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 
Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

FEBRUARY 2023 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JERI DECKER 

 
 
Happy Valentines Day!   
 
And welcome to our new members! Please check out our website for all 
updates on meetings and programs.  Our Newsletter also has updated 
information. 
 
Our Youth Group this month will be playing Garden Jeopardy with Nancy V 
hosting. Thank you, Nancy! 
 
We had a wonderful field trip to Kampong Gardens.  Fourteen people 
attended and some lunched afterwards.  Thank you, Mary Anne, for 
organizing. 
 
Our February meeting will be at Mullins Hall.  Inger Jones, Master 
Gardener, will be discussing how and when to prune.  At that meeting we 
will also have a Trash to Treasures.   Donõt forget to bring both treasures 
and cash. Funds will support our Youth Groups. 
 
Invite friends to our meetings. They can be a guest one time before 
requiring membership.  Since we also have Saturday meetings, it is 
convenient for those who still work. 
 
Iõd like to thank the members who helped handcraft 14 pots and those 
who planted them to be given to the nursesõ stations at Broward Health 
Coral Springs Hospital.  We  will be delivering them on the 14th.   
 
Thank you again for everyoneõs dedication. Letõs keep buzzing around in 
2023!! 
 
Jeri 



The Arboretum at Constitution Park 
By Caroline Steffen 

 
Imagine the sound of running water surrounding you and steam rising around the abundance 
of growing vegetation and shading trees! This peaceful natural environment mesmerizes and 
relaxes instantly as its beauty is displayed. One meanders along the paths lined with 
benches, exercise stations, children playgrounds and tennis courts!  
 
The Arboretum is the best kept secret in Deerfield Beach. Donôt drive too quickly on Hillsboro 
Blvd as you might miss the Constitution Park sign! The Arboretum is an immediate right turn. 
This tranquil settingôs ambiance is addictive to visitors and hard to replicate.  
 
The arboretum and botanical garden was founded in 1995 by Zeke Landis, a city forester with 
a selection of 22 trees and palms. It has since grown to 324 species of palms, tropical fruit, 
exotic flowering, canopy trees and bamboos (excluding natives). The plant collection is varied 
and extensive. 
 
The Arboretum is currently maintained by the Friends of Deerfield Beach Arboretum. Our 
Garden Clubôs special tour (scheduled for March 9th) of the ñTree Zooñ, as it has been called, 
will  cover 20 trees. The  current  president Mary  Hannigan, will   be giving  the ecological 
significance presentation, distinguishing bark and leaves. Accompanying her will be Caroline 
Steffen, supplying the fun facts! 
 
The Arboretum is open from dawn to dusk and is free. The Arboretum currently hosts a 
workday every first Saturday of the month from 9AM- 12 noon. Tours are usually every Friday 
at 10AM and the 1st Saturday of the month. On the 2nd Thursday at 7PM there is a free 
horticulture presentation in the main building.  If you can not make the Garden Clubôs special 
tour, please visit at a different time! 

 

 



Meet the  Member 
By Jill Kareff 

 
One of our newest members, Nancy Varillas, loves brightly colored flowers and home grown 
vegetables.  Well, she certainly has found the right place to learn about South Florida gardening 
and jumped right in with both feet!  Nancy has volunteered to be our Corresponding Secretary.  
She is also our Youth Liaison, part of the Newsletter Team and on the Scholarship Committee! 
We cannot thank her enough. 
 

Nancy joined the Club in 2022 to learn more about local gardening, make new friends and explore 
our area of the tropics.  Originally from New York, she moved to Arizona at an early age.  She 
spent all of her childhood there and enjoyed being a Brownie and a Girl Scout.  She has also lived 
in New Jersey, Virginia, Tennessee and decided to plant herself in Florida the second time 
around in 1988.   Her grandparents also called Florida home!   
 

Having a sibling who loves to garden was a good starting point for Nancy.  Her brother maintains 
a wonderful garden out West and that inspired her to grow a garden for herself.  Although mostly 
self-taught, Nancy has learned a bit from her brother and is eager to learn more.   

When Nancy is not enjoying her garden, she can be 
found painting, making jewelry, decorating or playing 
with her pets. Her pet family consists of two dogs, and 
large ñgrand dogò, an Amazon Parrot and a cat.  The 
most important part of her life is spending time with her 
two children and one grandson.  
 
We are fortunate to have Nancy in our club. 
 

Our History 
By Jeri Decker 

 
The Garden Club of Coral Springs was founded in 1999. Marcy        
DiMare was the first president and her tenure lasted 20 years. This 
picture was one of the clubôs many events and community projects that 
took place during those 20 years. 
 
I was going through the archives and found many exciting projects. Iôd 
like to take this time to ramble down memory lane. On February 17, 
2007, The Garden Club of Coral Springs presents ñCarnevale di 
Veneziaò. 
 
This event raised funds to benefit the GCCS endowment scholarship 
fund and the many community beautification projects of the Garden 
Club, which includes the Rose Garden at City Hall, Sensory/Memorial 
Garden at Orchid Park, school gardening, Habitat for Humanity 
Landscape Project and the Butterfly Garden at The Womenôs Wellness 
Center ï Coral Springs Medical Center. (We need to note the Rose 
Garden was removed with the new City Hall construction.)  
 
Wish I was there. It sounded like a lot of fun! 



                              Bad Garden Jokes 
 
                                              

The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2022-2023 
(Events and Speakers subject to change.) 

 
 

 

DATE 
 

EVENT 

February 9 (Thurs) Member Meeting 10 AM at Mullins Hall - Inger Jones presents 
onóPruning Our Gardens Dos and Donõtsó - Trash to Treasure 

February 9 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

February 14th (Tues) Deliver Floral Pots to Nurses Station at Broward Health Coral 
Springs 10 AM 

February 23 (Thurs) Board Meeting at Jeriõs - 10 AM 

February 25 (Sat) Field Trip to Sandy Ridge Sanctuary  

February 26 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

March 9  (Thurs) Field Trip to the Tree Zoo at the Arboretum in Constitution 
Park 

March 9  (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

March 11 (Sat) Member Meeting at Northwest Regional Library - Mallorie 
Harbour presents  òEcology - Exploring Environmental 
Challenges and Opportunities & Human Population and Its 
Impact on the Environmentó. 

March 18-19 (Sat & Sun) GardenFest Volunteers needed 9 AM to 5:30 PM 

March 26 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

April 13 (Thurs) Member Meeting 10 AM at Mullins Hall - Make and Take 

April 23 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

May 11 (Thurs) Youth Gardeners Sawgrass Nature Center at 4 PM  

May 11 (Thurs) Scholarship Luncheon òIncontro Italian Cuisine Steakhouseó 
Coral Springs 

May 28 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

June, July & August Summer Luncheons and Native Orchid Planting 

Ḋid you hear about the gardener who went crazy? 
He was hearing voices in his shed. 

I stood in my garden early yesterday morning 
wondering where the sun had gone. 

Then it dawned on me! 
 













 

 
 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri 
 
 

 
Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15th of every month.   
 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the clubôs web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 











Our GardenFest vendor spots are sold out!  Thank you Jeri, Luanne & June! 
Please support these vendors who supports us  

as you do your winter garden refreshening and holiday purchasing! 


