
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER THROUGH MAY FROM 10 
AM TO NOON  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS AND 
FIELD TRIPS ARE HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND 

ALSO ON OUR WEBSITE. 

 

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 

What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 
Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

 

APRIL 2023 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JERI DECKER 

 
 

Hello! 
 
Kudos to everyone who helped make our GardenFest a success! We signed up 33 
new members with two renewals.  Way to go!  
 
Thank you to Dave and Paul for making the baskets and to all our members who 
helped with storage, set up and clean up. I can’t forget everyone that helped to 
man the booth. Thank you Nancy V for organizing our teenagers.  Luanne has 
been an amazing co-pilot this year and we couldn’t be a success without all of 
your help.   Our teamwork is what keeps us so productive. We made enough 
money to cover  our  scholarships and operating expenses for next year!  
 
I know we’re all exhausted!  But…, it’s time to get ready planning for next year.  
Please email me your suggestions if you know of a great guest speaker and/or 
have field trip ideas that are local and inexpensive. It doesn’t just have to be 
gardens.  (The Living Earth, Land, Water and Air Issues). 
 
Sixteen members attended our Constitution Park tour. It was amazing how 
many plants were in bloom. 
 
Our Saturday meeting was very successful as we had 25 members and 2 guests, 
one of whom became a new member. Mallory spoke on our Environment and what 
we can do to help.  Thank you to those members who brought refreshments. 
 
Our April 13th meeting at Mullins Hall is a Make and Take. Rhoda Mann will be 
instructing us on how to make wreaths. Check my previous email for materials 
needed and also the enclosed flyer. 
 
April 22nd is Earthfest at Sawgrass Nature Center from  8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.   
Volunteers are needed for setting up, manning the booth, and closing. 
 
Jeri 
 
 
 



SANDY RIDGE 
A VERY SPECIAL SANCTUARY 

By Caroline Steffen 
 

Some lucky members of the Garden Club of Coral Springs were treated to an amazing tour on Saturday, 
February 25th.  We were greeted by Roy Gold, the former Mayor of Coral Springs.  He initiated the concept 
and creation of a 1994 ESL (Environmentally Sensitive Lands) Bond Issue to help save forested land in 
Coral Springs.  
 
Sandy Ridge, one of four sites preserved in the 1990's,  was originally planned for two hundred 
condominiums on the 40 acres of land.  After the land was purchased, this area became a state registered 
natural wildlife tortoise habitat.  He had a vision for what would be important for future generations, a true 
conservationist at heart.   
 
As a group we were enveloped in this peaceful retreat absorbing information on plants, trees, and 
animals.  A tranquil environment has been created with a person-made natural lake and meadow bog.  It is 
truly a safe refuge for all kinds of wildlife. 
 
The gopher tortoise, a keystone species, is an endangered species that survives in this habitat.  We were 
lucky to see two tortoises, who were not fearful, and sauntered slowly to their burrows.  The tortoise’s 
natural habitats have been decimated by development in South Florida. They make their burrows in sandy 
dry areas, as they do not swim. They can live up to 40 to 60 years and grow up to 11-15 inches in length. 
Tortoises are herbivores and plants within their grazing area make up their diet.   
 
April 10th was officially adopted by the Gopher Tortoise Council as Gopher Tortoise Day! In Florida, gopher 
tortoises are found in parts of all 67 counties and are frequently encountered in neighborhoods, along 
roadways, and in many of Florida’s public parks and forests. The goal of Gopher Tortoise Day is to increase 
awareness and appreciation for these long lived, gentle reptiles. 
 
I suggest this tour as a great way to see what Coral Springs looked like long before the city was 
incorporated.  Tours are usually done on the first Saturday of the month at 9 AM.  Please contact Louis 
Goldstein (lgoldstein@coralsprings.gov or 954.345.2112) to participate in a future tour opportunity. 

 



DID YOU KNOW? 

By Jeri Decker 
 

In November, 2005 our Garden Club installed a butterfly garden at Coral Springs Medical 
Center-Women’s Diagnostic Center.  The hospital is  currently known as Broward Health, Coral 
Springs. 
 
It was located at the entrance to the Women’s Diagnostic Center on the lower part of the 
outside wall seating area. Patients waiting for their appointments or to be picked up and also 
staff from the hospital could be found there resting and enjoying the butterflies. 
 
One of our in-house artists Lynne Kroll, designed a beautiful cut glass garden ball for the 
garden. 

 
 
 

A LITTLE INSERT LITERALLY 
 

By Carol Johnson 
 

 SMALL WONDERS – The National Academy of Sciences estimates 20 quadrillion ants roam 
the earth at any given time.   There are 12 megatons of dry carbon in that many ant bodies 
and a biomass weighing more than all wild birds and mammals combined.   
 
Ants are critical to the health of almost every ecosystem.  They aerate soil with their tunnels, 
disperse native plant seeds, and even accelerate decomposition of organic waste and other 
dead animals.  Ants, like birds and animals face threats from habitat fragmentation, because 
they need intact pieces of land to find food, water or new nesting sites.  Next time you see an 
ant, think about that.  
 

Additional Information from Dotty 
 

Red Fire Ants are not native to Florida, but came here from South 
America.  Stings are painful and burning and can result in pustules  
and intense itching for up to 10 days.  Not only do they sting  
humans, but they will also sting pets, livestock and wildlife.  They  
are considered invasive and you can destroy them by broadcast  
bait applications, individual mound treatments, barrier and spot treatments. 
Their native predator Pseudacteon has recently been introduced  as a biological control. 



Meet the  Member 
By Jill Kareff 

 
How many people can say that their best friend is their twin sister?  What a wonderful way to 
grow up!  Introducing our Newsletter Editor, Dotty Molski.  Dotty and twin sister Beth were 
born in Kansas.  Their father was moving up the corporate ladder and transferred many times.  
They lived in Salt Lake City, several places in New Jersey and New York, never staying in 
one place more than five years.  Dotty and her husband finally moved to Florida after 12 
married years in New Jersey.  Although Dotty loved the winters, a big draw was the ability to 
play outdoor tennis and golf 365 days of the year, and the fact that most of her family had 
made the big move. 
 

As a child Dotty enjoyed lots of sports including horseback riding, skiing, skating, golf, and 
tennis.  She also was a twirler and a field hockey star!  She still enjoys watching sports and 
hiking.  When she has time, she likes going to the theater, hanging out with friends and family, 
and working on home projects with her husband.  
 

Dotty joined the Garden Club about three years ago and feels that we are the “perfect 
combination of sociability and community involvement”.  She has down scaled her other club 
memberships, finding it difficult to balance too many activities while being a snowbird.  She is 
learning so much from our members and mentions that Luanne helped her when her orchids 
got scale.  Pilar has advised her how to plant her yard with native plants, and she is learning 
many organic solutions to garden problems, including taking care of her favorite orchids.  She 
has started to replace the established plants in her yard with South Florida natives.  
 

When asked “What would you like our members to know about you?” Dotty stole a line from 
her husband’s friend “The enemy of good is perfect.”  They try to live by this motto and often 
reminisce that their lives may not have been perfect, but it has been pretty darn good.  Having 
gratitude makes one very happy.   

 

We are very happy that Dotty has joined our Garden Club Family.  She has been a real asset 

and brings her editing skills to our monthly Newsletter.  Thank you, Dotty Molski!  

 



The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2022-2023 
(Events and Speakers subject to change.) 

 
 

 

DATE 
 

EVENT 

April 11, 2023 (Tues) Membership Drive, Library 5:30 to 6:30 

April 13 (Thurs) Member Meeting 10 AM at Mullins Hall - Make and Take 

April 22 (Sat) EarthFest at Sawgrass Nature Center - 8 AM Set up 

April 23 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

May 11 (Thurs) Scholarship Luncheon - Location to be determined 

May 28 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

June, July & August Summer Luncheons and Native Orchid Planting 

 















We had the best time touring the most whimsical garden of 
all!!!  Thank you Pat Abbe and Christine Brocks of Coral 

Springs  You won our Garden of the Month Award for March. 



 

 
 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri 
 
 

 
Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15th of every month.   
 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the club’s web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 







We need volunteers to help with our  booth. If you can’t help, please come 
and get a free tree if you live in Coral Springs.  The more trees, the better. 

 



THANK YOU TO PEGGY DEMARS FOR SHARING THE INFO ON THIS EVENT! 




