
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER THROUGH MAY FROM 10 
AM TO NOON  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS AND 
FIELD TRIPS ARE HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND 

ALSO ON OUR WEBSITE. 

 

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 

What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 
Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

 

MAY 2023 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JERI DECKER 

 
An Amazing April  

 
Members attended the Make and Take at Northwest Library signing up new members 
and handing out make and take sun catchers to the children. We had an exciting 
meeting thanks to Rhoda Mann who led a workshop on making a candle wreath.  We also 
had our second Trash to Treasure and raised $ 60 towards Youth Group expenses. 
 
Our Club was honored at Marjory Stoneman Douglas.  David Thompson was also 
honored for making over ten signs with QR codes providing descriptions of the plants 
for their garden . Please sign up to help with this amazing garden or to be a speaker 
and educate. 
 
EarthFest was a huge success!  Debbie and Jill brought plants to be given away and 
Ginger made newspaper pots for the plants.  Luanne and Pilar, our Master Gardeners, 
were there to answer questions. Pilar brought two hand painted planters filled with 
native pollinator plants and explained to everyone how to bring pollinators into their 
gardens. Also, children spun the wheel with butterfly facts and additional members 
were signed up. 
 
We have three scholarship winners! The Scholarship Luncheon Committee has been 
busy planning, decorating baskets and doing centerpieces. I hope you signed up to 
celebrate this end of year luncheon that was due by April 28th.  
 
Members attended the FFGC convention and came home with many ideas. They also 
attended the District XI luncheon and the Board held summer planning to work on next 
year’s programs. 
 
Your $40 Membership dues are due May 10th   Don’t forget to renew!  If not paid by 
May 31st, you will be archived and will have to renew as a new member and pay $52. 
 
Keep looking online for summer lunches, orchid planting and additional events that 
might arise. 
 
Jeri 



 
This article is included in its entirety even though it is for a different  

area of the country.   
 

Please see the comments of the submitter Pilar Londono and Editor following. 
 
 







COMMENTS BY THE SUBMITTER PILAR LONDONO 
Members, 
 
The main issue is to understand the value of planting native vegetation because it helps to protect our soil, save 
water, protect local wildlife, and does not need any soil amendments nor fertilizers. Reducing the lawn area means 
less mowing thereby reducing the use of fossil fuels, water and chemicals, and producing less noise.  Increasing the 
vegetation area, imitating a local ecosystem, mitigates the Heat Island Effect which means reducing energy 
consumption, creating shade, protecting trees against hurricane damage and more hours enjoying the outdoors and 
not inside under A/C.  
 

We should also understand that St Augustine lawn should be mowed at a height of 4 inches instead of the 2.5 inches 
commonly mowed by the landscapers.  
 

Harvesting rainwater via rain barrels offsets the cost of water and helps to recharge the aquifer.  The overflow from our 
gutters and sprinklers go down the storm water system, get contaminated enroute with fertilizers and pesticides, and 
create additional pollution to our canals and oceans.  
 

Live oaks are wonderful native trees in North America. This tree is a whole ecosystem by itself. It provides food and 
shelter for almost 1000 species of animals from insects to mammals. No matter where you live in the state, it is the 
best tree to have in order to protect local species and mitigate climate change due to its incredible canopy that stores 
carbon.  
 

Removing invasive species like carrot wood, Brazilian pepper, Bishop Wood, umbrella plants, pathos varieties, 
melaleuca, Australian pine, Mexican petunias, snake plants, oyster plants or boat lily and others is crucial to protect 
the reduced natural areas in our states. These plants are terminators to local ecosystems.  
 

Residents, counties, municipalities and the state must be informed of how bad they are.  The result of increasing the 
lawn area, destroying local ecosystems and being ignorant about our plant choices are the biggest problem 
everywhere in the state. Two days of rain and Ft Lauderdale is flooded! 
 
Hopefully this helps.  I think the article is great, no matter where you live, because those plants from Virginia are sold 
here at Home Depot.  

COMMENTS BY THE EDITOR 
I think it is a great article as it makes suggestions for slowly converting to a native yard as many of us would need to 
convert slowly due to financial reasons. It also reminds us that we have to comply with local codes.   
 

I personally had a tough time getting to the end as all the plant and tree recommendations pertain to another 
location. Many of us have seen the January 2023 presentation by Lorna Bravo from Broward County Urban Extension 
regarding Florida Friendly Gardening.  Since then, we have increased our membership dramatically. If you think we 
should consider inviting her back for another presentation or can suggest another presenter, please let Mary Anne 
McKay know.  



A huge THANK YOU to all who made 
EarthFest 2023 so successful! 



Meet the  Member 
By Jill Kareff 

 
Imagine being responsible for 24 square miles of trees, 49 public parks, covering five 
zip codes and home to 134,400 neighbors!  Well, that is what the City Forester does in 
the “City in the Country”, Coral Springs!  Meet Casey Lee.  Casey has been involved 
with the Garden Club for more than nine years.  She refers to us as “Great group of 
passionate plant lovers”.  We couldn’t be happier to have her involvement.  
 

Casey was born and raised in New York and New Jersey. She moved to Florida to be 
closer to her father after high school and has never looked back.  For a person who 
loves the outdoors, Florida was the perfect location.  She spends time in her yard just 
about every day as her personal therapy. You just might find her having a 
conversation with her beloved Gumbo Limbo.   She also loves concerts, many outdoor 
events, walks, the beach, and football games.   
 

Orchids, Bromeliads, Live oak and all the palms are her personal favorites.  As a 
Forester, you know she loves trees most of all.  She has planted trees all over South 
Florida in memory of her daughter. She even decorates some of them for the different 
holidays throughout the year.  Casey recommends planting Memorial trees “while folks 
are still on Earth”.  Good advice from someone who knows tremendous loss.  
 

Some other advice Casey has is a bit unusual.  She pours pickle juice on the roots of 
her gardenia bushes!  Dollar store panty hose are used to tie orchids to palms and 
trees.  She prefers a natural mulch made of fallen leaves that we have in abundance in 
the Spring.  
 

Good to know you, Casey Lee.  We are glad you are a member of our Garden Club of 
Coral Springs.  We look forward to seeing you around our “City in the Country”. 



The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2022-2023 
(Events and Speakers subject to change.) 

 
  

DATE 
 

EVENT 

May 11 (Thurs) Scholarship Luncheon - Location to be determined 

May 28 (Sun) MSD Gardening and Mentoring 9 to 10:30 AM 

June, July & August Summer Luncheons and Native Orchid Planting 

 

TROPICAL SPLENDOR 
By Carol Johnson taken from Home by Design 

 
Tired of the traditional garden designs?  Transform your garden into a tropical oasis.  Lush foliage 
is the key.  Layer lots of plants, mixing trees, shrubs, flowers and ground cover.  Different textures 
add visual interest as do varied shades of green.  Choose bold colored flowers, the more exotic the 
flower, the better.  Don’t forget the water feature.  It can be a simple wall or free-standing fountain 
or go big with a pond.  If you have a large shade tree, place a bench or table and chairs under the 
tree canopy to enjoy the shade.  For the finale, add a few decorative touches such as string lights, 
tiki torches or a fire pit.   
 
 
 

SENSORY GARDENS 
 

A sensory garden engages all five of the senses – sight, smell, sound, touch and taste.   
 
Sight – Group your flowers by color and mix up the foliage.  Gazing balls are my favorite and 
keyhole gates that frame a view are visual. 
 
Smell – Roses, lilies and sweet-smelling herbs add fragrance.  Good options include mint, chives, 
thyme or lemon balm. 
 
Touch – The bark of trees provides a rough texture; succulents like hens and chicks provide a 
harder and pricklier surface.  Add to the mix cedar fencing or galvanized steel planters. 
 
Taste – Herbs, fruits and vegetables provide great options for taste.  Edible flowers such as roses, 
violets, pansies and nasturtiums are an option;  however, do not treat with pesticides or other 
chemicals. 
 
As you plan your sensory garden, remember it will change with the summer and short winter that 
we have.   
 
Beauty is in the eye of the owner and others who visit your gardens, but natural beauty extends 
beyond what we see.   
 





DID YOU KNOW? 
 

In 2001, our Founder Marcy DiMare applied for, on behalf of our Club, a grant for 
$10,000 from Broward Beautiful. The grant was awarded and allowed us to enhance the 
grounds of St Elizabeth Ann Seton Church on Coral Ridge Drive, which had just been 
completed. The total price of the project was $54,864.  Obviously, the Club was very 
successful at fund raising. 
 
The plant list included 243 trees of which 183 were native. Plans included a Wildlife 
Sanctuary, a Reflection Garden and a Butterfly Garden.  Dozens of trees on the street 
and perimeter served as traffic buffers.   
 
Here are pictures of the before and current.  Unfortunately, I do not know if they are 
from the same the same areas. If any members participated in this project, please let 
us know! 

Now 

Before 

















 

 
 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri 
 
 

 
Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15

th
 of every month.   

 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the club’s web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 








