
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY FROM 
11:30AM TO 1:30PM  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS ARE 

HELD AT NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY AND FIELD TRIPS ARE HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE 
THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON OUR WEBSITE. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 

Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JERI DECKER 

 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 
We just completed our Arbor Day Celebration by planting seven bald cypress trees at Sawgrass 
Nature Center and Wildlife Hospital.  We are one of 153 garden clubs across the state that 
planted trees at 11 am. Over 500 native trees were planted! 
 
Dave completed construction of a wheelchair accessible garden bed for Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas HS. It was delivered on Sunday, January 21st.  Luanne, Carol and I presented a lesson 
about bugs in you garden to students at Forrest Glen Middle. 
 
Gail and Terry have planted an amazing garden at the Rotary Community Garden.  Any additional 
vegetables being donated to the food bank.  
 
Barry and Anneliese have volunteered to weed our vegetable garden at Sawgrass Nature Center, 
with those plants being food for the animals.  Les has volunteered to help with making the area 
surrounding the bed more attractive. 
 
Debbie and Lynn are still taking care of our Native Garden at Veterans Park, as well as updating 
and keeping our plant exchange in tip top condition. 
 
Thank you, Jill, for volunteering to call members each month to bring refreshments for our 
meetings. We are also looking for someone to take care of bringing the coffee pot, etc. to each 
meeting and overseeing the set up and clean up. Please let me know if you are interested.  I’ve 
been bringing them for over 8 years and it’s time for someone else to step up to the plate. 
 
We have had amazing times at our field trips and are having great guest speakers. Can’t wait for 
this month's trip to Wakodahatchee Wetlands and our guest speaker on medicinal herbs. 
 
Again, thank you to everyone who work behind the scenes doing our newsletter, decorating, 
weeding, letter writing, basket making, committees, YOM, photography, planning and planting.  
 
We’re a success because of all of you! 
 
Jeri 

 

FEBRUARY 2024 



 
 

 





       You will need to print  this and the following page to take advantage of the information on 
this lovely brochure created by Caroline herself! 





MEET THE MEMBER 
by Jill Kareff  

 

 Steven Braska 
 

Growing up in the center of the Michigan “mitten”, Steven Braska attended a one room 
schoolhouse in the community of Bath, with an average of 18 total students.  He was one of 
the only three children in his grade level.  Of course, he had to walk to school from the time 
he started kindergarten all the way through 8th grade.  We all know how tough the Michigan 
winters can be!  Steven entertained himself as the youngest of 9 kids, by playing outside in 
winter and summer.  With nearly no neighbors, the siblings entertained themselves in the 
great outdoors with all kinds of things.  
 
Steven’s love of gardening started in the 10th grade when he became involved with a local 
greenhouse.  He learned much about growing flowers and vegetables.  His mother and 
grandmother were big into gardening, too.  He fondly remembers his grandmother’s huge 
variety of tulips. She had every color including purple and black.  She also had climbing roses, 
which you don’t see very often.  Although his father felt that gardening was “a waste of 
time”, his mother loved the wonderful flowering bushes especially lilacs and honeysuckle.  
Hummingbirds frequented their yard every summer.  
 
When Steven retired from the automobile industry, he had had enough of the cold, cold 
winters and was the only member of his family to move to sunny South Florida.  He has been a 
member of the Garden Club of Coral Springs for a few years and offers the tip of adding 
Epsom Salts to your plants to keep them green and healthy.  He also belongs to the Broward 
Seashell Club.  They learn all about the ocean and the many, many varieties of shells from all 
over the world.  They make crafts with shells such as earrings, animals, mirrors and various 
art pieces.   
 
The South Florida Depression Glass Club is another one of Steven’s interests. Depression 
glass was inexpensive glass pieces which were molded and featured raised patterns.  It was 
manufactured from 1920s to the 1950’s and is highly collectable, with more than one hundred 
colors available. 
 
Steven is a homebody and has loved watching soap operas since childhood with his mother and 
father.  The Young and the Restless and the Bold and the Beautiful are his favorites.  He is 
still waiting to win that big lottery and enjoying the South Florida sun and warmth.   

 

Good to know  you, Steven! 

 

 

 

Steven had requested that we provide a 
photo of a bee hive and bee in lieu of a 
portrait.  He says he has always found them 
interesting, although he is allergic to their 
stings. 



Please consider helping others,  including Mother Earth, 
by recycling the following products. 

Collection Chair is Mary Anne McKay unless otherwise noted. 
 

COLLECTION ITEMS 
 

 

Towels for the horses:  Bit by Bit/Horses for 
heroes - also go to Food for the Poor. 
 
Tabs from soda cans, pet food cans, vegetable 
cans, etc. Money earned is used to K-9 dogs for 
first responders and the military.  
 
Prescription Bottles with Caps and labels removed 
or blacked out - They go to the country of 
Columbia and other countries in need. 
 
American Flags in poor condition - The American 
Legion accepts them and they are properly 
disposed of. 
 
Corks - Chaired by Jeri - These are donated to 
Whole Foods who will recycle them into clothes 
and other useful items. 
 
Pennies for Penny Pines - Chaired by Sherry 
Swerdlow - Our pennies go towards reforestation. 
 
Eyeglasses are donated to the Lions Club for 
people in need. 

 



The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2023-2024 
(Events and Speakers subject to change.) 

 
 

DATE EVENT 

February 8 (Thursday) Meeting - Rick from Botanica Organica speaks to Edible and 
Medicinal Plants - also Trash to Treasures 

February 10 (Saturday) Field Trip to Wakodahatchee Wetlands guided tour by Kristen 
Hoss of YEA 

February 14 (Wednesday) CS Fireman/Police Appreciation 

March 14 (Thursday) Meeting - “Fun with Flowers” presented by FFGC Chairman Emily 
Haggerty Palmieri 

March 16-17 (Sat& Sun) 10 AM - 5PM GardenFest 

April 11 (Thursday) Meeting - Presentation on Sea Turtles and Seed Exchange by 
Nova SE University - also seed exchange. 

April 27 (Saturday) 9 AM - 12PM Earth Day at Sawgrass Nature Center 

May 9 (Thursday) Scholarship Luncheon 11:30  to 2:30  Woodmont Country Club 

June 15 (Saturday) Lunch 

July 11 (Thursday) Lunch 

August 17 (Saturday) Lunch 

Thank you to Carol Johnson for submitting this information on herbs. 
 
There are some new varieties and old favorites for you to use 
   
CHOCOLATE MINT  - This mint variety adds a dash of unexpected sweetness to both hot and cold 
drinks.  Muddle it or use as a fragrant garnish and it can also be added when making homemade ice 
cream for a mint chocolate confection 
  
PINEAPPLE SAGE – With a distinctly tropical flavor, pineapple sage pairs well with pork and other 
lighter proteins.  Medicinal practices suggest brewing the leaves as a tea for their calming and 
digestive properties. 
  
THAI -  This variant adds  a touch of spiciness to the classic, sweet and savory taste of Italian 
basil.  It will hold up during the cooking process, infusing your dishes with a strong flavor.  
  
CATNIP – Useful for more than your cats, this acts as a natural insecticide when planted among rows 
in your garden.  It’s dried leaves can also be steeped into a tea for relieving stress and digestive 
discomforts. 
  
FEVERFEW – Traditionally used to treat headaches, fevers and colds, feverfew has been referred 
to as medieval aspirin. 
  
LOVAGE – This is a member of the parsley family.  This entire plant is edible and tastes like sweet 
celery and is favored in salads and soups.  Historically, it was used for it’s anti-inflammatory 
properties.  
  
STEVIA – This has been used in Paraguay for generations and you can create your own sugar 
alternative using it’s fresh or dried leaves.  You can grow stevia in ground or containers but they like 
plenty of space.  













 
              Do be a Do Bee 
 
           Don’t be a Don’t Bee 
 
                   Become A Queen Bee 
 
                            Become an active member and 
                                 Help our club be the buzz! 
                                           Around town. 
 
 
How to earn pins? 
 
Worker Bee Pins:at meetings 
Complete 2 out 4 for one pin 
 
____ Attend 6 out of 16 meetings or events. 
____ Bring a refreshment to meeting. 
____ Bring a new member or guest. 
____ Active on a committee 
 
Queen Bee Pin: 
 Must receive Worker Bee criteria and complete.  
4 from below 
 
____ Attend an additional meeting or event. 
____ Volunteer at Gardenfest for at least 2 hours 
____ Volunteer at Earthfest Booth at least 1 hour 
____ Help with school youth group  
____Help with Community Projects 

You may wonder why  we ask you sign in at meetings and 
when you are volunteering at or participating in events. Every 
May at our Luncheon, we award Queen Bee pins to recognize 
the participation of our members.  Following are the 
qualifications.  There is plenty of time to fulfill the requirements 
and be recognized by your peers! 









 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Nominations are made by members. PLEASE review the following rules and keep 
this in mind as you drive around our area.   

 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by  
Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri. 

 

Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15

th
 of every month.   

 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the club’s web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 








