
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY FROM 
11:30AM TO 1:30PM  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS ARE 

HELD AT NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY AND FIELD TRIPS ARE HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE 
THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON OUR WEBSITE. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 

Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT JERI DECKER 
 

Hello, Members, 
 
In February, our organization enjoyed two informative presentations on 
edible medicinal herbs and a tour of the Wakodahatchee Wetlands with 
Kristen Hoss. We also delivered 8 handmade pots with plants to the Coral 
Springs Fire Department and Police Department for Valentine's Day.  
 
Looking ahead, we are preparing for GardenFest on March 16-17 and are 
in need of student and adult volunteers. Please contact Nancy V for student 
volunteer opportunities and Luanne for adult volunteer opportunities. 
 
We would like to thank Dave for making signs for our gardens and for MSD. 
 
We planted 43 trees during this year as a club.  In addition, we completed 
our project of planting native orchids in our parks and natural areas and 
planted additional bushes in the gardens created at various schools, SNC 
and parks.  
 
In our March meeting, we will have a fun flower demonstration featuring five 
designs. The meeting will take place upstairs in the library. Remember to 
bring money as the designs will be raffled off. Additionally, don't forget to set 
your clocks forward on March 10th for daylight saving time.  
 
Erin Go Bragh! 
 
 
Jeri 

 
 

MARCH 2024 







 
MEET THE MEMBER 

by Jill Kareff  
 

PILAR LONDONO 
 

Pilar left the beautiful city of Medellin, Columbia, the City of Eternal Spring, about 
20 years ago with her family.  We are fortunate that she now calls Coral Springs 
her home.  As a child, Pilar belonged to some Art Clubs and even now she continues 
to paint, preferring Acrylics.  Her occupation as an architect, requires an artistic 
mind.  Her specialty is residential remodeling.   
 

Primarily a self-taught gardener, Pilar fell in love with trees as a child.  She loved 
fairy tales and fantasy books in which trees were always an important part of the 
story. She writes “I have a lifelong passion and love of nature and in particular, 
Florida native plants and trees.  I want to be part of the solution in healing our 
planet.  Florida is the most biodiverse state in the USA.  No other state has the 
amount of flora and fauna like Florida. We all can help protect it.”   
 
She goes on to say “No matter the size of your garden you can help mother nature 
and contribute by planting Florida native plants. Harvest rainwater because it is 
the best water your plants can have. Compost and recycle your yard waste… to 
enrich your soil and reduce the amount of waste that goes into our landfills.  
Educate yourself, know your plant species do not take nature for granted and do 
not garden with invasive species”.  
 

We are very fortunate to have Pilar Londono as a member of our Garden Club.  
Many of you know she was the 2022 winner of the Broward County Naturescape 
Emerald Award.  Have a look on Instagram!  When Pilar is not in her garden she 
likes to spend time with the loves of her life, Jeff and her dog, Lincoln. 

 
 

 

      Glad to know you, Pilar!  

 

 

   



As many of us learned at our December meeting, as of January the City of Coral Springs 
began collecting composting  material  from Coral Springs residents at the Waste Transfer 
Station located at the west end of Wiles Road.  In our presentation we learned that 24% of 
the garbage collected is food waste.  This wasted food is responsible for 58% of landfill 
methane emissions and methane is more than 28 times as potent as carbon dioxide at 
trapping heat in the atmosphere.  The aim is to reduce waste from landfills and 
incinerators. Please spread the word to your neighbors and friends about this 
environmentally friendly opportunity. 
 

 
What can I compost? 

 
 

YES NO 

All Food—Fruit, Vegetables, Meat, 
Fish, Chicken, Dairy, Bones, 
Eggshells, Coffee Grounds 

Produce Stickers 

Coffee Filters All Plastics, including bags labeled as 
“Biodegradable” 

Tea Bags—remove staples Products labeled as “Certified 
Compostable” 

Uncoated Paper Tea Bag Staples 

Brown Paper Bags Manure, Pet Waste  or Kitty Litter 

Plant Debris—all parts  (5 gallon 
max of plant debris allowed per 
person per drop-off) 

Fats, Oil or Grease BUT it is OK to compost 
foods items that have been cooked in fats, 
oils and grease 

 Wine Corks 

 Chemicals 

 Glossy Paper 

 Waxed Cups 

 Fabric 

 Styrofoam 

 Metal 

 Glass 



Please consider helping others,  including Mother Earth, 
by recycling the following products. 

Collection Chair is Mary Anne McKay unless otherwise noted. 
 

COLLECTION ITEMS 
 

 

Towels for the horses:  Bit by Bit/Horses for 
heroes - also go to Food for the Poor. 
 
Tabs from soda cans, pet food cans, vegetable 
cans, etc. Money earned is used to K-9 dogs for 
first responders and the military.  
 
Prescription Bottles with Caps and labels removed 
or blacked out - They go to the country of 
Columbia and other countries in need. 
 
American Flags in poor condition - The American 
Legion accepts them and they are properly 
disposed of. 
 
Corks - Chaired by Jeri - These are donated to 
Whole Foods who will recycle them into clothes 
and other useful items. 
 
Pennies for Penny Pines - Chaired by Sherry 
Swerdlow - Our pennies go towards reforestation. 
 
Eyeglasses are donated to the Lions Club for 
people in need. 

 



EDITORS NOTE:  My husband and I were hunting for a Locust Berry bush for our yard and came 
across this nursery.  I print screened this page from their website to share with you,  They listed 
many native pants on line and the nursey was very unusual.  It was like being in a forest in the 
center of built up Lake Worth!  And their selection of native plants was wonderful! 



The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2023-2024 
(Events and Speakers subject to change.) 

 
 

DATE EVENT 

March 14 (Thursday) Meeting - “Fun with Flowers” presented by FFGC Chairman Emily 
Haggerty Palmieri 

March 16-17 (Sat& Sun) 10 AM - 5PM GardenFest 

April 11 (Thursday) Meeting - Presentation on Sea Turtles and Seed Exchange by 
Nova SE University  

April 27 (Saturday) 9 AM - 12PM Earth Day at Sawgrass Nature Center 

May 9 (Thursday) Scholarship Luncheon 11:30  to 2:30  Woodmont Country Club 

June 15 (Saturday) Lunch 

July 11 (Thursday) Lunch 

August 17 (Saturday) Lunch 

 
 

GardenFest will be held at the Walk on March 16 and 17.  We would like to thank the 
following sponsors: 
 

   

  Giulio Leone Wells Fargo Advisors 305-773-9500  

 

   

  Hap Pomerantz, Broker/Realtor@Keyes Realty 954-551-1720 

 

  
   
  Maria Montalbano PA, @ Southerby Real Estate Internat’l., 954-214-548 
 
        
 
 

 
Additional Sponsor: 
 
 

Law offices of Barry Diamond, Coral Springs, FL 954- 752-5000 
 
 



Golden Bee Award 
Nominated by members.  

Awarded to a member who goes above and beyond. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Golden Bee winner is Sandy Knebel! 
 

I am delighted to share my enthusiastic  nomination for Sandy's impeccable 
organizational skills and unwavering dedication in keeping track of all 
members and their activities throughout the year. Sandy's exceptional 
abilities have been instrumental in ensuring the success of our organization 
and its various events, culminating in our pursuit of the coveted bee pin. 

 

Throughout the year, Sandy has demonstrated an unparalleled talent for 
meticulous record-keeping and coordination. Her ability to effortlessly 
manage the extensive list of members and their diverse participation in 
numerous activities is truly commendable. Despite the challenges posed by 
the sheer volume of events, Sandy has consistently maintained order and 
clarity in all our records, ensuring that every member's contributions are 
accurately documented and recognized. 
 
Sandy volunteers at Earthfest, Gardenfest, and setting up of refreshments at 
meetings.  She also helped with planting the native orchids during the 
Million Orchids Project. 
 

Thank you, Sandy, for your dedication! 









 
              Do be a Do Bee 
 
           Don’t be a Don’t Bee 
 
                   Become A Queen Bee 
 
                            Become an active member and 
                                 Help our club be the buzz! 
                                           Around town. 
 
 
How to earn pins? 
 
Worker Bee Pins:at meetings 
Complete 2 out 4 for one pin 
 
____ Attend 6 out of 16 meetings or events. 
____ Bring a refreshment to meeting. 
____ Bring a new member or guest. 
____ Active on a committee 
 
Queen Bee Pin: 
 Must receive Worker Bee criteria and complete.  
4 from below 
 
____ Attend an additional meeting or event. 
____ Volunteer at Gardenfest for at least 2 hours 
____ Volunteer at Earthfest Booth at least 1 hour 
____ Help with school youth group  
____Help with Community Projects 

You may wonder why  we ask you sign in at meetings and 
when you are volunteering at or participating in events. Every 
May at our Luncheon, we award Queen Bee pins to recognize 
the participation of our members.  Following are the 
qualifications.  There is plenty of time to fulfill the requirements 
and be recognized by your peers! 





Congratulations to John and Chris Bickley from Coral Springs for winning Yard of the Month 
for February.  They have five different varieties of bamboo in their gardens.  Love it! 





 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Nominations are made by members. PLEASE review the following rules and keep 
this in mind as you drive around our area.   

 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by  
Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri. 

 

Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15

th
 of every month.   

 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the club’s web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 








