
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY FROM 
11:30AM TO 1:30PM  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS ARE 
HELD AT NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY (3151 N UNIVERSITY DR, CORAL SPRINGS) AND FIELD TRIPS ARE 
HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON OUR 
WEBSITE. OUR GENERAL MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS ARE OPEN TO FUTURE MEMBERS AND GUESTS. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 
Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

Presidentôs Message 
  
The Garden Club of Coral Springs has had a remarkably active summer, with 72 dedicated 
members currently engaged in various initiatives. Our meetings focused on planning the 
upcoming year, ensuring that all programs are in place, and preparing for the District XI 
meeting on October 17, 2024. Additionally, we conducted a thorough budget review and 
audit of our financial records. 
We kicked off our summer activities on May 2-3 with the Pollinator Garden/Native Planting 
project. The first installation took place on June 7th at Whispering Woods Park, where we 
introduced native plants sourced from local nurseries, along with mulch, following a detailed 
plan created by one of our members. A second round of planting occurred on August 6-7, 
with 17 volunteers contributing to the project. The last phase and final planting took place on 
Sept. 13. Ongoing monitoring and watering efforts have been maintained between and after 
these installations. 
Our library series at the NW Regional Public Library featured several well-attended 
presentations: 

Ŀ        June 1, 2024 (Saturday): A book fair and presentation on ñSunflowersò from 
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Ŀ        June 15, 2024 (Saturday): A presentation on ñSucculent Gardensò at 10:30 a.m. 
Ŀ        July 13, 2024 (Saturday): A presentation on ñPropagation of Plantsò at 10:30 
a.m. 
Ŀ        August 17, 2024 (Saturday): A presentation on ñDIY Terrariumsò at 10:30 a.m. 

Following these presentations, we also enjoyed three summer lunches at local restaurants, 
fostering camaraderie among members. Throughout the summer, we continued our efforts in 
collecting items for various charitable causes. 
  
We have now kicked off our year!  We had two September programs at the library and look 
forward to the upcoming field trips. 
  
Be sure to register for our library events.  There is a link for each meeting at the library on 
the programs page of our website, www.coralspringsgardenclub.org. This will help control 
the guests that will come to the meetings.  Sign up under the events page for field trips that 
require payment or any other program that requires a payment.  We are looking forward to a 
busy and fun year! 

Luanne 

OCTOBER 2024 

http://www.coralspringsgardenclub.org/






 

 

We still have patches available for purchase 
that you can sew or iron onto a pink blouse, 
tee, hoodie, hat or garment of your choice.  
  
Depending on your level of giving, you may  be 
entitled to one for free.  However, they are only 
$5 each so it may be fun to get more than one 
for style flexibility!  Please contact Mary Anne 
at mimi0113@gmail.com to purchase/pick up.  



Meet the Member 

KEN DECKER 

By Jill Kareff 

 
We have a few native Floridians in our Garden Club, and one of them is everybodyõs 
favorite, Ken Decker.  Kenõs parents migrated from Forest Hills, NY to Pompano 
Beach before he was born.  He made his appearance at Holy Cross Hospital.  After 
living in Pompano Beach and Ft. Lauderdale, he made the big move to Coral Springs.  
As a kid, Ken enjoyed Cub Scouts and playing basketball.  He also loved bowling and 
58 years later, he still loves to hit the lanes as often as he can. 
 

Ken worked in management for McDonalds for about 20 years.  He then worked and 
retired after 23 years for the Post Office as a clerk and sales/service associate.  
 

Ken has learned about gardening from belonging to our wonderful club, and from his 
wife, Jeri. They have been married happily for 29 years.   His favorite plants are 
orchids and bougainvillea.  He always makes sure his plants will thrive in their location 
by keeping them in pots to see how well they like area.  Right plant, right spot! He 
then replants in the spot that they do the best and has great success.   
 

Ken has been a Garden Club member since 2019.  He does so much for our club.  Not 
only is he involved with Yard of the Month, he handles all the new member name tags, 
and arranges for our Holiday and end of the year Scholarship luncheons.  He is a huge 
help running the Garden Fest in March.  Ken makes sure to welcome all our new 
members and is a very important part of all aspects of our Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glad to know you, KEN DECKER! 



The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2024-2025 
Meetings are held at Northwest Regional Library in Coral Springs 

(Events and Speakers are subject to change.) 
 
 DATE EVENT 

October 2 (Wednesday) 8:30 AM Sawgrass Nature Center and Wildlife Hospital - Garden 
planting for animals 

October 9 (Wednesday) 9 AM Participation in the Coral Springs Senior Health Fair 

October 10 (Thursday) Field Trip to Wellington Conservation Center, Sign-up and Pay 

October 17 (Thursday) FFGC District XI Meeting at The Colony West Country Club 

November 14 (Thursday) 11:30 AM òMy Oh My Bonsaió by Angie Gandal, Seed Exchange, 
Register 

December 7 (Saturday) Field Trip to Busch Wildlife Sanctuary, Sign-up and Pay 

December 14 (Saturday) Holiday Party at Galuppiõs - Donation: Childrensõ Books 

January 9 ( Thursday) 11:30 AM Dr Mica McMillan speaks on Native Palms, Trash to 
Treasures, Register 

January 17 (Friday) Florida Arbor Day - Plant Trees 

January 26 (Sunday) Field Trip to Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School, Visit and 
Volunteer 

February 13 (Thursday) Field Trip to Butterfly World 

February 14 (Friday) Equine-Assisted Therapies of South Florida (EATSF) 

February 15 (Saturday) 11:30 AM Presentation on òSmarty Plants, Native Plantsó, Register 

March 13 (Thursday) 11:30 AM Presentation Life is a KoconutñCoconut Design 
Planters, Register  

March 15 - 16 (Sat & Sun) 2025 GardenFest 

April 10 (Thursday) Field Trip to The Fruitful Field 

April 19 ( Saturday) 11:30 AM Presentation on the City Tree Program and Tree 
Trimming by Curt Tiefenbrum of Coral Springs Improvement 
District and Casey Lee the Coral Springs City Arborist 

April 25 (Friday) Arbor Day 

May 3 (Saturday) Field Trip to Panõs Garden 

May 8 (Thursday) Scholarship Luncheon TBA 

 
We have a joint project with the City making our City a Monarch City. 
 
We have a program with first and second grade students on òParts of Plants We Eató and 
making their own terrarium. 
 
We will also have Garden Therapy presentations at Coral Springs Wellness Center with 
senior citizens and a Horticultural Series at Northwest Regional Library. 
 
We participate at Northwest Regional Library three times a year doing òMake and Takesó 
with children and offer instructional programs and membership drives. 



Drawing to be pulled at our District XI Fall Meeting on October 17th 
If you canôt attend and wish to purchase, please contact Jeri. 













Please consider helping others,  including Mother Earth, 
by recycling the following products. 

Collection Chair is Mary Anne McKay unless otherwise 
noted. 

 

COLLECTION ITEMS 
 

 

Towels for the horses:  Bit by Bit/Horses for 
heroes - also go to Food for the Poor. 
 
Tabs from soda cans, pet food cans, vegetable 
cans, etc. Money earned is used to K-9 dogs 
for first responders and the military. 
 
Prescription Bottles with Caps and labels 
removed or blacked out - They go to the 
country of Columbia and other countries in 
need. 
 
American Flags in poor condition - The 
American Legion accepts them and they are 
properly disposed of. 
 
Corks - Chaired by Jeri - These are donated to 
Total Wine. 
 
Pennies for Penny Pines - Chaired by Sherry 
Swerdlow - Our pennies go towards 
reforestation. 





 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Nominations are made by members. PLEASE review the following rules and keep 
this in mind as you drive around our area.   

 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by  
Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri. 

 

Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15

th
 of every month.   

 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the clubôs web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 

mailto:gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com



