
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY FROM 
11:30AM TO 1:30PM  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS ARE 
HELD AT NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY (3151 N UNIVERSITY DR, CORAL SPRINGS) AND FIELD TRIPS ARE 
HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON OUR 
WEBSITE. OUR GENERAL MEETINGS AND FIELD TRIPS ARE OPEN TO FUTURE MEMBERS AND GUESTS. 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 
Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

Presidentôs Message 
 

Happy New Year! 
 
As we reflect on a fantastic year for our club, Iôm thrilled to step into 2025 with all of 
you.  We are ready to embrace new opportunities to share our passion for gardening, 
expand our knowledge, and strengthen the bonds within our community. 
 
Weôll kick off the year with an engaging speaker at the library discussing native 
palms. Donôt forgetðitôs also a "Trash to Treasure" day, so bring any unneeded 
holiday gifts to recycle!  
 
Join us on January 26 for an exciting field trip to Marjory Stoneman Douglas. Mark 
your calendars for our annual Gardenfest, coming up on March 15 & 16. Our year is 
already shaping up to be filled with enriching activities and events. 
 
I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to each member for your dedication and support 
throughout the past year. Iôm proud of all that weôve accomplished together and the 
joy weôve shared along the way. 
 
Wishing you a joyful, healthy, and garden-abundant New Year! 
 

Warm regards, 
Luanne 

JANUARY 2025 

Gifts collected 
from our members 

at the Holiday 
Party to be 
donated to 

Broward Health 
Coral Springs for 
children in the 

hospital over the 
holidays. 



 

Pictures from the Holiday PartyñSee the photo on page 1 of all the 
donated toys for Broward Health Coral Springs 



 
 

WHERE ARE THE MONARCHS NOW?  
By Caroline Steffen 

 
Monarch Butterflies have survived over 200 million years! What an amazing show of 
endurance for, with their delicate bodies, they have survived. They still have a lot to help 
them.   Why should we be concerned?  The International Union for Conservation of Nature 
has decided that North Americaõs butterfly is not  òendangeredò.   Instead, the insect is 
only òvulnerable to extinctionó or ònear extinctionó. 
 
Climate Change 

Climate change models suggest that changes in the monarch migration and breeding range 
may force monarchs to change their migratory patterns. 

 

Breeding Habitat Loss/ Overwintering Habitat Loss 

The loss of breeding habitat through much of the United States has strongly influenced the 
decline in overwintering monarch population. Conservation and management actions are 
needed to ensure the future of overwintering habitats for monarchs in California and 
Mexico. 

Each fall butterflies in the larger eastern population make an epic migration of up to 4,000 
kilometers from Canada and the northern US to a forest in Central Mexico where they 
overwinter.  Then their descendants make a return to the north, taking up to 4 generations 
to complete the journey.  The western population winters in Southern California along the 
Pacific coast and breeds along the Rockies.  Researchers agree that the number of monarchs 
wintering in Mexico declined in the beginning of the 1990õs, but stabilized around 2014 at 
about 55 million.  Many believe the decline is due to logging in Mexican forests and farming 
in the US and Canada that has increasingly relied on crops modified to resist herbicides. 
That increased use of herbicides kills milkweed which monarch caterpillars feed on. 
 
Itõs now late December, almost two months since millions of monarch butterflies flew south 
to the mountains outside of Mexico City. This amazing migration starts for North American 
monarchs in northern Canada, staying east of the Rocky Mountains. The American monarchs 
cover an astonishing 3,000 miles. For the shorter migration, monarchs fly west of the 
Rockies to the California coast. 
 
Millions of monarchs always arrive in the mountains outside of Mexico City on the 
celebration of the Day of The Dead, November 1st and 2nd. Families believe their ancestors 
are back. They honor their deceased with joyful prayers, picnics and music in visits to 
cemeteries. The monarchs cluster together by the millions and coat the fir trees, drink 
water and get nectar from local flowers, although their main source is from milkweed. 
Scientists donõt know why some monarchs, like our southern Florida monarchs, donõt migrate. 
Xerces Society supports counting of the Monarchs as does the Monarch Milkweed Mapper.  
Our Broward County Master Gardeners participated in the 2024 GSEPC.ORG Census. They 
were able to identify 769 moths and butterflies seen in one day.  For migratory butterflies, 
the female will be heading back in the spring. The males die. 

(Continued on next page) 



 

Pesticides/ Natural Enemies / Other Anthropogenic Concerns 

Beneficial insects like monarchs and other pollinators are negatively affected by using 
pesticides to control unwanted insect and plant species. 

Although toxins from milkweed may, in some ways, protect them, monarchs in all life 
stages are vulnerable to predation and disease. 

Wise management practices are essential in providing long-term habitat for monarchs 
and other wildlife. However, if appropriate guidelines are not followed, monarchs and 
other organisms using the site could be harmed. 

Ophryocystis elektroscirrha (OE) is a protozoan parasite that infects monarch 
butterflies. Symptoms are most easily seen in adult butterflies.  It can cause:  
¶ Deformed or crumpled wings.  Heavily infected adults may be unable to fly. 
¶ Small size 
¶ Impaired mating 
¶ Decreased flight endurance 
¶ Difficulty emerging from the chrysalis 
¶ Oozing fluids from the body. 
 
Small black dots may be visible under the chrysalis skin before the butterfly 
emerges. Most damage is done at the chrysalis stage.  However, not all butterflies with 
an OE infection will show symptoms. Some may appear healthy to the naked eye.    
 
OE is spread through the eggs. The spores come off the body of an infected female 
onto the egg and the surrounding plant. When the larvae hatches, it ingests the spores 
and becomes infected.  Infected adults scatter the spores onto a milkweed plant, where 
an unrelated caterpillar or larvae may ingest them. 
 
The infection rate of OE has increased over time. In 1968, less than 1% of the eastern 
monarch population was infected with OE. Today, the infection rate can be as high as 
10%. 
 
Although experimental work has demonstrated that OE spores can remain infectious 
for atl east 16 days outdoors (Satterfield et al., 2017), longer-term viability remains 
untested. 
 
The non-migratory population in South Florida has the highest level of infection, with 
over 70% of the population heavily infected in Florida. Our Naturalists and 
Environmentalists cannot alone solve the impact of pesticides. We must be alert, vigilant 
and committed to changing our country-wide policies and programs in the limited use of 
pesticides.  These chemicals are found in our drinking water and rivers flowing to our 
oceans. 
 
Milkweed is usually the only plant the monarchs will feed on. Common milkweed, swamp 
milkweed and butterfly milkweed are the recommended native plants.  Tropical milkweed 
is not recommended as it is invasive and not the best for for the larvae.  It can also 
interfere with migration and reproduction.  



 

THE BEAUTIFUL MONARCH BUTTERFLY 

Good milkweeds to plant 

Common Milkweed Swamp Milkweed 
 

Butterfly Milkweed 

 

DO NOT plant this one 
Tropical Milkweed 



 
 

Two 
venomous 
spiders in 
Florida 

THE FASCINATING WORLD OF SPIDERS 
          By Jill Kareff 

 

If your garden has no spiders, you may be using too many pesticides.  Spiders are good 
guys; they eat a multitude of insects.  All spiders are predators, mostly eating other 
arthropods.  Some spiders hunt, chase and overpower their prey.  Others weave silk snares 
or webs to capture prey.  Some actually throw their web like a net to catch prey.  Many 
spiders produce venom, although few are toxic to humans.  The black widow and the brown 
recluse bites can cause extreme pain and localized tissue death.   Spiders produce strong 
venoms to digest prey. Some cover prey with enzymes and others inject venom, then suck up 
the liquified tissue.   
 

Spiders differ from insects because they have 8 legs rather than 6 legs and they have two 
body parts and not three parts as insects do.  All spiders are predators and have even been 
used to control insects in Israel and China.  There are 46,700 species.  The largest are 
tarantulas.  Female tarantulas can live up to 20 years.  One of the largest is the goliath bird 
eating spider, found in the Amazon.  Female spiders are generally larger than males.  
Sometimes they are twice as large as their mates.   
 

Spider eyes are very interesting.  They can have two, three or four pairs of eyes.  Usually 
there is one pair of dominant eyes and the rest are secondary.  Structure and arrangement of 
eyes is a characteristic of each family of spiders.  Some cave spiders lack eyes entirely. 
 

Ballooning is a fascinating behavior in the spider world.  Often small spiders or young spiders 
perform this.  The spider secretes a long strand of silk that catches the wind and carries them 
a great distance. Ballooning spiders can travel great distances and have been seen at 
elevations over 2,000 feet.   

Some interesting spider facts: 
¶ Lungs are in their abdomen. 
¶ The tube-shaped heart is in the abdomen. 
¶ Many produce 7 different types of silk. 
¶ Females tend to be sedentary, males wander. 
¶ Some females eat their mate after copulation. 
¶ Egg sacs may contain 1 or 1,000 eggs. 
¶ Some care for their young, some move on. 
¶ Wolf spider young live on moms back for 10 days. 
¶ Some webs are rebuilt daily. 
¶ Daddy long legs are not true spiders. 
¶ Arachnophobia is one of the most common fears. 

Black Widow Brown Recluse 



The Benefits of Coffee Grounds for Florida Plants 
By Jeri Decker 

 

Coffee grounds, often discarded as waste, are a treasure trove of nutrients for many plants, 
particularly in Florida's unique climate and soil conditions. Rich in nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
potassium, coffee grounds can enhance soil quality, promote healthy plant growth, and improve 
overall garden aesthetics. This essay explores several Florida plants that thrive with the addition 
of coffee grounds and discusses the broader benefits that coffee grounds offer to the gardening 
community in the Sunshine State. 

 

 Suitable Florida Plants for Coffee Grounds 
 

1. **Blueberries**: Blueberries are particularly well-suited for Florida's acidic soils, especially in 
regions like the Panhandle. Coffee grounds can help lower the pH of the soil, creating an ideal 
environment for these acid-loving plants. Adding coffee grounds not only enriches the soil but also 
provides a slow-release source of nitrogen, promoting healthy growth and fruit production. 
 

2. **Azaleas**: Known for their vibrant blooms, azaleas flourish in Florida's warm climate. These 
plants benefit from the organic matter found in coffee grounds, which improves soil structure and 
moisture retention. The nutrients in coffee grounds can enhance flowering and overall vigor, making 
azaleas even more stunning in gardens. 
 

3. **Roses**: For rose enthusiasts in Florida, coffee grounds can be a boon. When mixed into the 
soil or used as a mulch, they provide essential nutrients that encourage robust growth and vibrant 
blooms. Additionally, the slightly acidic nature of coffee grounds can enhance the color and 
fragrance of roses, making them more appealing in any garden. 
 

4. **Tomatoes**: Gardeners often face challenges when cultivating tomatoes in Florida due to pests 
and diseases. Incorporating coffee grounds into the soil can improve drainage and aeration, which 
are crucial for tomato plants. The nitrogen-rich coffee grounds can support leafy growth, while the 
overall soil improvement can lead to healthier, more productive plants. 
 

5. **Carrots**: Root vegetables like carrots thrive in well-aerated soil. Coffee grounds can help 
break up compacted soil, allowing for better root development. Additionally, the nutrients in coffee 
grounds support healthy growth, resulting in sweeter and more flavorful carrots. 
 

Environmental Benefits of Using Coffee Grounds 
 

Beyond helping specific plants, the use of coffee grounds in gardening contributes to environmental 
sustainability. By repurposing coffee waste, gardeners can reduce landfill contributions and 
promote composting practices. Coffee grounds can also attract beneficial earthworms, which aerate 
the soil and improve its structure through their natural activities. Furthermore, coffee grounds can 
help suppress certain pests and diseases, reducing the need for chemical interventions. 
 

Conclusion 
 

In Florida's diverse gardening landscape, coffee grounds stand for an underutilized resource that 
can significantly enhance plant growth and soil health. By incorporating coffee grounds into the 
care of acid-loving plants like blueberries and azaleas, along with other garden favorites 
such as roses, tomatoes, and carrots, gardeners can create thriving ecosystems that are 
both beautiful and productive. Embracing this sustainable practice not only helps individual 
gardens but also contributes to a larger effort in promoting environmental stewardship. As 
more gardeners in Florida recognize the value of coffee grounds, the potential for healthier 
plants and a greener planet continues to grow. 



 

 

We still have patches available for purchase 
that you can sew or iron onto a pink blouse, 
tee, hoodie, hat or garment of your choice.  
  
Depending on your level of giving, you may  be 
entitled to one for free.  However, they are only 
$5 each so it may be fun to get more than one 
for style flexibility!  Please contact Mary Anne 
at mimi0113@gmail.com to purchase/pick up.  



The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2024-2025 
Meetings are held at Northwest Regional Library in Coral Springs 

(Events and Speakers are subject to change.) 
 
 DATE EVENT 

January 9 ( Thursday) 11:30 AM Dr Mica McMillan speaks on Native Palms, Trash to 
Treasures, Register  

January 17 (Friday) Florida Arbor Day - Plant Trees 

January 26 (Sunday) Field Trip to Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School, Visit and 
Volunteer 

February 13 (Thursday) Field Trip to Butterfly World,  Register  

February 14 (Friday) Equine-Assisted Therapies of South Florida (EATSF) 

February 15 (Saturday) 11:30 AM Presentation on òSmarty Plants, Native Plantsó, Register  

March 13 (Thursday) 11:30 AM Presentation Life is a KoconutñCoconut Design 
Planters, Register  

March 15 - 16 (Sat & Sun) 2025 GardenFest 

April 10 (Thursday) Field Trip to The Fruitful Field 

April 19 ( Saturday) 11:30 AM Presentation on the City Tree Program and Tree 
Trimming by Curt Tiefenbrum of Coral Springs Improvement 
District and Casey Lee the Coral Springs City Arborist, Register.  

April 25 (Friday) Arbor Day 

April 26 (Saturday) 9 AM ð 12PM Earthfest at Sawgrass Nature Center and Wildlife 
Hospital 

May 3 (Saturday) Field Trip to Panõs Garden 

May 8 (Thursday) Scholarship Luncheon TBA 

 
We have a joint project with the City making our City a Monarch City. 
 
We have a program with first and second grade students on òParts of Plants We Eató and 
making their own terrarium. 
 
We will also have Garden Therapy presentations at Coral Springs Wellness Center with 
senior citizens and a Horticultural Series at Northwest Regional Library. 
 
We participate at Northwest Regional Library three times a year doing òMake and Takesó 
with children and offer instructional programs and membership drives. 

https://broward.libnet.info/event/10987491
https://coralspringsgardenclub.org/event/butterfly-world-field-trip-behind-the-scenes/
https://broward.libnet.info/event/10987492
https://broward.libnet.info/event/10987492
https://broward.libnet.info/event/10987494










Please consider helping others,  including Mother Earth, 
by recycling the following products. 

Collection Chair is Mary Anne McKay unless otherwise 
noted. 

 

COLLECTION ITEMS 
 

 

Towels for the horses:  Bit by Bit/Horses for 
heroes - also go to Food for the Poor. 
 
Tabs from soda cans, pet food cans, vegetable 
cans, etc. Money earned is used to K-9 dogs 
for first responders and the military. 
 
Prescription Bottles with Caps and labels 
removed or blacked out - They go to the 
country of Columbia and other countries in 
need. 
 
American Flags in poor condition - The 
American Legion accepts them and they are 
properly disposed of. 
 
Corks - Chaired by Jeri - These are donated to 
Total Wine. 
 
Plant a Tree - Chaired by Sherry Swerdlow - 
Our pennies go towards reforestation. 
 





 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Nominations are made by members. PLEASE review the following rules and keep 
this in mind as you drive around our area.   

 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by  
Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri. 

 

Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15

th
 of every month.   

 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the clubôs web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 

mailto:gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com




OPPORTUNITIES WITH OTHER NON ð PROFITS 
WITH WHOM OUR MEMBERS PARTICIPATE 

 
¶ Coral Springs Environmental Sustainability Committee (Casey,Jeri and Ken) 
 Residents of Coral Springs may bring their compostable garbage to the Waste 

Transfer station on Saturdays from 8 AM to Noon.  In return, they will be given 
compost when processed in an amount determined by their participation. For more 
information go to the website Coralsprings.gov and search Composting.  

 
 

¶ Florida Master Naturalist Program Classes  (Caroline and Pilar) 
 
      Upcoming classes available in person, on-line or combo: 
 Coastal Restoration - Jan 21, 23, 25,28 and 30 
 Freshwater RestorationñFeb 18, 20, 22, 25 and 27 
 Marine Restoration -  to be announced soon 
 
 For more information: https://masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu 
 
WE OBVIOUSLY HAVE ROOM TO POST ADDITIONAL FUND RAISERS, EVENTS, ETC OF 
OTHER NONñPROFIT WITH WHOM YOU PARTICIPATE.  PLEASE SUBMIT BY THE 20TH 
OF THE MONTH. 
 
ALSO, IF ANY MEMBERS HAVE PHOTOS OF HISTORICAL PARTIES, EVENTS, 
COMMUNITY SERVICE, ETC  PERFORMED BY OUR CLUB, PLEASE SEND THE PHOTOS TO 
ME WILL A LITTLE BLURB AND WE CAN INCLUDE IT IN THE NEWSLETTER.  I THINK 
WE WOULD ALL ENJOY IT AND MAYBE REPEAT AN EVENT! 
 
THANKS, 
DOT 
 




