
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY FROM 
10:30AM TO 12:30PM  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS ARE 

HELD AT NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY (3151 N UNIVERSITY DR, CORAL SPRINGS) AND FIELD TRIPS ARE 
HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON OUR 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 

Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

JANUARY 2026 

President’s Message 
 

Looking Back on a Great Year… and looking forward to 2026 

As we welcome a brand-new year, it’s the perfect time to reflect on what an incredible 2025 has been for 
the Garden Club of Coral Springs. This past year was filled with learning, laughter, service, and 
community—and every success was made possible by the dedication and enthusiasm of our members. 

A Year Full of Learning, Friendship, and Fun 

Our calendar was packed with engaging meetings, educational programs, field trips, and special events. 
From inspiring speakers like, C.J. McCartney on nature-inspired landscaping, and practical advice from 
Marsha Eisenberg on tomato growing in South Florida, to hands-on experiences at Butterfly World, Pan’s 
Garden, the Marine Environmental Education Center, and the SWA Recycling Plant, we truly embraced 
opportunities to grow our knowledge and connections. 

Our library programs and summer lunches continued to be a highlight, combining education with 
fellowship, and our District meetings, GardenFest, EarthFest, and our Scholarship Luncheon showcased 
our Club’s active role beyond our regular meetings. We were able to award 3 scholarships to wonderful 
recipients in 2025.  We closed the year on a high note with our festive Holiday Party at Galluppi’s, 
celebrating one another, enjoying a lively gift exchange, and ensuring everyone went home with a planter 
basket and a smile. 

Giving Back to Our Community 

Community service remains at the heart of what we do. This year: 

• We collected a sleigh full of books and toys at our holiday party and delivered them to the hospital, 
spreading joy to children and families. 

• We refreshed the plant and vegetable garden at Sawgrass Nature Center, adding nutritious greens like 
kale, lettuce, and tomatoes to help feed the animals. 

• We continued improving our native garden at Whispering Woods Park, while our signage didn’t quite 
cooperate this year, we’re already planning to redo it! 

• We maintained a Florida-Friendly Garden at Veterans Park in Coral Springs. 

• We replanted our Community Garden plot this fall, growing both vegetables and flowers for the season 
ahead. 

• Our popular plant exchange kept thriving, and we’re in the process of freshening up its signage.         

(Continued on next page)            

•  



(President’s Message Continued) 

A Growing Success: Our Seed Library 

One of our most exciting achievements this year has been the launch of our Seed Library at the 
NW Regional Library. It truly took off this fall, with many seeds delivered to happy gardeners 
throughout the community. Patrons can request up to six varieties of seeds per order through the 
website, and seed donations continue to come in thanks to our generous members. This free Seed 
Exchange Library is proudly sponsored by the Garden Club of Coral Springs and is a wonderful 
example of how we share knowledge, resources, and a love of gardening with the wider 
community. 

Looking Ahead 

As we step into the new year, we do so with gratitude for all we accomplished together and 
excitement for what lies ahead. With continued projects, fresh ideas, and the same strong spirit of 
friendship and service, there’s no doubt that the coming year will be another great one. 

Thank you for your time, talent, and heart. Together, we will continue forging ahead with friends 
and community. 

 
 

DOMESTIC DARLINGS - INTEL FOR BLACK AND GREEN THUMBS ALIKE  
Submitted by Carol Johnson 

 
African Violets –These delicate purple darlings are loved.  They  
bloom basically all year round.  They crave in-direct sunlight and  
humidity, so keep them moist. 
 
 
     
    Christmas Cactus - they are famed for blooming in the dead of winter at 
    the holidays.  These Brazilian natives need to be misted and watered 
    often, drain well and keep in undirect bright light.   
 
 
 
Peace Lily - Poisonous to children and pets when eaten.  They  
like low light and even moisture mimics their native jungle  
undergrowth home. 
 
 
    Jungle Geranium - Fans of hydrangea will love this shrub and can grow 
    up to 5 feet tall indoors.  It likes fairly dry soil, bright light and balmy  
    temperatures. 
 
 
 
 
Jasmine - This one is very fragrant and it's dainty white flowers  
evoke evening walks in warm weather.  It likes moist soil, bright  
light and year round warmth. 



SHOULD YOU WISH TO CREATE A BUTTERFLY HABITAT…. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 



 

A SIMPLE HABITAT CONTINUED 



 
DON’T THROW AWAY THAT CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA!! 

By Jill Kareff 
 

That beautiful poinsettia you got for the holidays can become a part of your 

future landscape.  Florida has a native poinsettia known as Painted Leaf 

( Euphorbia Cyathophora).  It can be found in disturbed areas, pinelands and 

along roadsides.  If you look closely, you may find them in your gardens when 

you are weeding.  Leaves may vary in shapes, they may be lobed or toothed.  

They have a milky sap common to Euphorbias, which can be  irritating.  The 

flowers are tiny, often yellow seen on the very top of the leavy bracts.  The 

bracts are what turns red and are often thought of as flowers.  They do attract 

bees and butterflies, so are a welcome addition to any wildflower garden, but 

need to be kept in check as they can grow aggressively.  

So, if you bought or were gifted a poinsettia this holiday season you can 

enjoy it all year as a lovely addition to your landscape.  They like bright, 

indirect sunlight at least 6 hours a day.  Avoid intense afternoon sun, as well 

as overwatering.  Best to plant outdoors in late winter or early spring.  They 

can be kept in a pot with repotting when they grow too large.  Fertilize lightly 

monthly and trim in the spring and again in mid July to early August.  The 

plant reacts to shorter daylight and longer nights so for best results with 

flowering, they need 12 hours of darkness from around mid September.  They 

come in colors from white, to red with many  shades of pink.  They look 

wonderful in a setting with other leavy flowering shrubs and can enhance any 

garden.  



 
VERY, VERY IMPORTANT!    PLEASE READ! 

 
FEBRUARY 12th PROGRAM 

 
Gail and Jill will be leading a Make and Take using a hard cover book. 

 
You will need a pair of scissors that you don’t mind using to cut paper, 
and a hardcover book of any size or vintage.  We will have books and 

scissors as well as glue and a hand out sheet with instructions for  
those who need them. 

 
Our dear friend, Carol Johnson oversees the Friends of the  

Library, and she would love to sell you a nice hardcover book.  
Of course, there are many Little Free Libraries throughout our neighborhoods.  





 

 

OUR MEMBERS 

Our Members at the Holiday Party at Galuppi’s 

Luanne Betz and Crystal Luo, along 
with Crystal’s niece Maggie and 

hospital employee Tamara, deliver the 
toys donated by our Members to  the 

children in Broward Health Coral 
Springs. 

Dave Thompson made and  donated a 
hanging planter for each Member to have 

as a take-away. 



Our  member Debbie Weatherly has 
lunch with our founder Marcy 

DiMare. Our efforts are acknowledged at  
Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildlife 

Hospital. 

There are now caterpillars of the endangered Atala Butterfly in our garden at 
Whispering Woods! 

 



Although the title is the same, the flowers are different in this month’s Word Game! 







  



 

IMPORTANT 
 

If you wear your name tag to meetings and events, you'll 
have the chance to enter a drawing to win a beautiful 
prize. It's a simple way to show your participation and 
engagement, and who knows—you might be the lucky 
winner!  Don't forget to wear your name tag for your 
chance to win!  

We still have patches available for purchase 
that you can sew or iron onto a pink blouse, 
tee, hoodie, hat or garment of your choice.  
  
Depending on your level of giving, you may  
be entitled to one for free.  However, they are 
only $5 each so it may be fun to get more 
than one for style flexibility!  Please contact 
Mary Anne at mimi0113@gmail.com to 
purchase/pick up.  





 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Nominations are made by members. PLEASE review the following rules and keep 
this in mind as you drive around our area.   

 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by  
Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri. 

 

Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15

th
 of every month.   

 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the club’s web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 

mailto:gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com


Paul and Cheriee Leon from Tamarac won the Yard of the Month 
for December.  Their gardens were bursting with  vibrant, 

colorful flowers and lush plants.  Several Ponytail Palms added to 
the tropical feel. 



The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2025-2026 
Meetings are held at Northwest Regional Library in Coral Springs 

(Events and Speakers are subject to change.) 
 
 DATE EVENT 

January 8 
(Thursday) 

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM - Meeting with a presentation by Paul Kragh 
from Project Perch 

February 7 
(Saturday) 

Field Trip to Paradise Palms Botanical & Sculpture 

February 12  
(Thursday) 

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM - Make ‘n’ Take with Jill Kareff and Gail 
Gauther (Flowers in Books) - Trash to Treasure 

March 12 
(Thursday) 

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM - Meeting with a presentation by Doug Young 
- Plants for Birds 

April 9 
(Thursday) 

10 AM Field trip to Jesse Durko 

April 18 
(Saturday) 

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM - Meeting with a presentation by Ashley 
Cocherham  - Stream to Sea 

May 9 
(Saturday) 

Field Trip to Wahoo Bay & Tour Old Pompano 
 

May 14 
(Thursday) 

Scholarship Luncheon - place to be determined 
 

 
We plant and maintain a vegetable garden at Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildlife Hospital to 

help feed the animals. 
 

We planted and maintain a native garden at Whispering Woods Park. 
 

We planted and maintain a Florida friendly garden at Veteran’s Park in Coral Springs. 
 

We will be hosting a series at Northwest Regional Library  “Color Your World with Plants”. 
 

We have a plot in the Community Garden of Coral Springs to grow vegetables and flowers. 
 

PLEASE CONTACT LUANNEBETZ@GMAIL.COM  
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE. 

 
 

 
If you have a wonderful place to recommend for a field trip or a 

guest speaker you think we would all enjoy and learn from, 
please feel free to contact Debbie Strong with your suggestion 

at deb.bob@outlook.com. 












