
COME GROW WITH US! 

Member of  Florida Federation of Garden Clubs (www.ffgc.org) and National Garden Club (www.gardenclub.org) 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE THE 2ND THURSDAY DURING THE MONTHS OF SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY FROM 
10:30AM TO 12:30PM  -  ALSO SOME SATURDAYS TO ACCOMMODATE OUR WORKING MEMBERS - MEETINGS ARE 

HELD AT NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY (3151 N UNIVERSITY DR, CORAL SPRINGS) AND FIELD TRIPS ARE 
HELD AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS - PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE IN THE NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON OUR 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE - www.coralspringsgardenclub.org  OUR ADDRESS:  PO Box 773334, Coral Springs, FL 33077 
What would you like to see in our newsletter?  Please email suggestions to dmolski@bellsouth.net. 

Membership in the Garden Club is open to all regardless of gender, age, race, ethnicity or religious affiliation. 

APRIL 2026 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Cultivating Our Future: Leadership and the Upcoming Election Slate 

The strength of any organization lies in its leadership and in its ability to inspire the next generation to step 
forward. As we look ahead, The Garden Club of Coral Springs is proud to present this year’s slate of nominated 
officers, thoughtfully prepared by the Nominating Committee: Jeri Decker, Luanne Betz, and Debbie Strong. 

The proposed board for the upcoming term is as follows: 
President: Jeri Decker 
Vice-President (Programs): Lori Levy 
Treasurer: Maria DePasque 
Recording Secretary: Carol Johnson 
Corresponding Secretary: Terry Conowal 
Past President: Luanne Betz 

We are grateful to these dedicated members who have agreed to serve and continue guiding our club with passion 
and purpose. Thank you to Mary Anne McKay and Debbie Strong who will continue their involvement by 
contributing to the club in different roles but served on the executive board for many years. 

It is important to reflect on the broader landscape facing community organizations today. Many once-thriving 
groups have struggled or even ceased operations (including Festival of the Arts, Coral Springs Orchid Society and 
Friends of Music), due to a lack of volunteers and emerging leaders. Their challenges serve as a reminder of how 
vital member involvement truly is. 

The Garden Club of Coral Springs has grown into something truly special. Our programs, projects, and friendships 
reflect the commitment and enthusiasm of our members. But to ensure that this legacy continues, we must 
actively cultivate future leaders and encourage wider participation. 

While some members have already stepped forward to take on leadership roles, there is still a need to engage new 
voices and perspectives, especially from younger members who will help carry the club into the future. Leadership 
doesn’t always mean taking on a board position; even volunteering for one or two projects throughout the year 
makes a meaningful and lasting impact. 

Together, we can preserve the camaraderie, creativity, and community spirit that define our club. By investing in 
our future leaders today, we ensure that The Garden Club of Coral Springs continues to flourish for years to come. 

Sincerely, 

Luanne Betz 

President 



 

PLANTING NATIVE PLANTS FOR WILDLIFE 

By Lynn Rochelle 

 

According to the Tropical Audubon Society, a few native plants for attracting birds are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Firebush is a top choice for songbirds and hummingbirds because it provides berries and 
 seeds. They attract mockingbirds, thrashers, and chickadees, among others. 

 Wild Coffee has berries that attract cardinals, mockingbirds and migratory songbirds. 

 Wax Myrtle produces dense cover and small waxy berries. 

 Simpson's Stopper has fragrant flowers, berries, and leaves. Bluejays, cardinals and catbirds 
 feed on the berries. 

 American Beautyberry which is famous for its stunning clusters of berries in the fall and winter. 

 Sea Grape, a coastal plant providing fruit for birds. 

 Coral Honeysuckle is a source of nectar for hummingbirds. 

 Corkystem Passion Vine provides food for insects that birds feed on.  It also is a host plant for 
 Florida’s native Zebra Longwing butterfly. 

 Coontie produces seeds for birds and provides a fundamental ground cover. It is also a crucial 
 host plant for the endangered Atala butterfly. 

More information can be found on the Florida Wildflower Foundation website and UF?FAS Gardening 
Solutions. 

Information for this article was gathered from Google and the Audubon plants database. 

American Beautyberry Coral Honeysuckle 



 
 

PLANT GIVE AWAY 
 

     April 11th  10 AM - 4 PM 
Florida Nursey Mart, 10900 Griffin Rd, Davie, FL 33328 

 
The Florida Wildflower Foundation is celebrating 25 years of promoting 
native wildflowers.  They are teaming up with Florida Nursery Mart for a 
native plant giveaway. 
 
Plant species available: 
• Swamp milkweed 
• Starry rosinweed 
• Goldenrod 
• Climbing aster 
• Coral honeysuckle 
• Wooly Teabush 
• Buttonbush 
 
They also have a raffle,  For more information and to enter the raffle, go to 
www.flawildflowers.org. 
 



COMMON GARDENING GAFFES 
By Jill Kareff 

 

We have all made mistakes in gardening adventures through the years.  Some are small and 
insignificant, and some are major and have a large impact through the years.  Here are some of 
the most common: 
 

*NOT FOLLOWING THE RULE OF RIGHT PLANT RIGHT PLACE!   I bet we are all guilty of 
this one at least one time.   A stunning bougainvillea planted beside your very shady front door, 
may not get enough sunshine, and may pose a hazard to unsuspecting visitors unfamiliar with 
their nasty thorns.  Do your research, this is a critical element of a successful garden.  Also, do 
not underestimate the size of the tree or shrubs when mature.  When placing young flowering 
plants, use the recommended spacing to get the best effect for a nice, full looking garden.  In 
addition, be sure to plant trees and shrubs a proper distance from the house.  It should be 
more than half of the mature width of the plant so that it does not overhang the roof or crowd 
the foliage.   
 

*IMPROPER WATERING!  Do a bit of research about the plants before you place them in your 
yard.  Some plants like to stay moist all the time, and some need to dry out between watering.  
Not all plants have similar requirements, so you need to group them according to their needs, 
not yours.  Also, be cognizant of when and where your sprinklers deliver water.  

 

*IGNORING SOIL HEALTH!  Some of us are diligent composters, and some are not.  Either 
way, our soil needs help to support healthy plants.  Lovely cow manure, coffee grounds and 
banana peels are all easy ways to amend your soil.  At least once a year, add organic material to 
improve your soil, help retain moisture, improve drainage and help fight pests naturally. 
 

*NOT MULCHING   Apply organic mulch to a depth of  2-4 inches and reapply yearly, or as 
needed.  Mulch helps suppress weeds, retains moisture, keeps roots cool and should add to the 
general appearance of your yard.   Never use the volcano approach to mulching around trees, it 
should be 1-2 inches away from the trunk and never piled up in a mound.  

 
A few other common mistakes: 

 
Careless use of pesticides, be aware of when and where you apply.  We don’t need to kill 
everything! 
   
Untimely pruning, do your due diligence for when and how to trim, especially after a cold snap. 
 
Do not assume a plant is native just because it thrives!  Kudzu is a perfect example! 
 
Buying inferior plants or plants out of season.  Just because some big box stores sell tomato 
plants in June, does not mean that they will grow through the hot summer.  Look for nurseries 
who can advise you on what to purchase, where to plant and proper care.  You are also 
supporting the locals! 

 

As long as we learn from our mistakes, we can refer to them as “lessons”.  Gardening in South 
Florida is different from the rest of the country as we are learning.  Gardening Zones have 
changed, and we need to adjust with the changes.  There are plenty of websites and 
professionals who can advise us all.  So go out there and get dirty! 



 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

A number of our members are the recipients of the Silver Pollinator Certificate bestowed by  The 
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs. The certificates distributed were issued to participants who 
demonstrated knowledge and commitment to creating pollinator-friendly habitats and practices 
that support native pollinators and their ecosystems.   

Recipients completed the required criteria, including: 

  Habitat enhancement practices (e.g., native plantings, nectar sources, and shade provision). 

  Reduction of pesticide usage and adoption of pollinator-safe alternatives. 

 Ongoing stewardship commitments to monitor and maintain pollinator habitats.  
 
Congratulations to Luanne Betz and Dave Thompson, Grace Boston, Ken Decker, Gail 
Gauthier, Jill Kareff, Taryn Palo, Shannon Schnuerer, Lisette Siple, Debbie Strong and 
Debbie Weatherly. The Club also received the certificate for our gardens in Veterans Park and 
Whispering Woods.  Congratulations to all our members who helped to create these gardens and 
to Les Corbin, Gail and Ken Gauthier, Lynn Rochelle, Dave Thompson and Debbie 
Weatherly who work so hard maintaining them. 



 

Membership ~ Come Join Us And Bring a Friend! 

Come Grow With Us As We Beautify Our Community! 
 

Though our headquarters is in the beautiful city for which we are named, our membership 
is opened to the surrounding communities of Broward County for ladies and gents.  We 
meet on the second Thursday of the month at 10:30 a.m.  and on select Saturdays from 
September through May.  All meetings will be held at Northwest Regional Library.  We 
have featured speakers, programs, demonstrations, films and videos on horticulture and 
the environment from varied locations.   
 

Benefits of Membership 
 

Your membership card will entitle you to: 
• 10% discount at The Tropic Plants 7910 N. University Drive ~ Tamarac, 33321 

(excluding sale items) 

• 10% discount NuTurf Garden Center on Dixie Highway in Pompano (just north 

of  Copans Rd and south of Sample) 

• Workshops, Lectures and Classes 

• Discounted admissions to select gardens and much more. 

• Membership in the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs and the National Garden 

Club. 

• Newsletters 

 
You will gain a wealth of gardening knowledge, become addicted to your garden, enjoy new friendships 

and feel good about your community! 

 
 

JOIN or REJOIN 
THE GARDEN CLUB OF CORAL SPRINGS TODAY! 

 
We offer two categories of Membership: 
 

Individual: Dues are $52 for new members and $40 for renewals . 
 
DUAL: Two person dues are $64 for new members and $50 for renewals. 
 
 

ONLINE REGISTRATION - https://coralspringsgardenclub.org/membership/ 
 

 







 OUR MEMBERS 
 

Thank you, Steven, for the bee education and the cuke serving suggestion! 

 
 

Thank you, Luanne and Grace, for sharing your trip 
to the Philadelphia Flower show with us.  More 

photos can be found on Facebook. 



Thank you, Debbie Weatherly, for updating us on 
the Plant Exchange. 

Thank you ,Jeri, for the Gardening Tip. 

How to plant a DIY garden in a small space. 

A Gardening Tip from Jeri. 







(continued on next page) 



Steven Braska also showed us a novel way to present 
our cukes and tomatoes on a veggie platter. 



FUN FROM JERI DECKER 





For additional information go to  Street Tree Program - City of Coral Springs  
or contact our member Casey Lee, City Forester, at  clee@coralsprings.gov  

or by phone at  954-344-1117.  

https://www.coralsprings.gov/Government/Departments/Community-Development/Landscaping/Street-Tree-Program
mailto:clee@coralsprings.gov
tel:9543441117


 

IMPORTANT 
 

If you wear your name tag to meetings and events, you'll 
have the chance to enter a drawing to win a beautiful 
prize. It's a simple way to show your participation and 
engagement, and who knows—you might be the lucky 
winner!  Don't forget to wear your name tag for your 
chance to win!  

We still have patches available for purchase 
that you can sew or iron onto a pink blouse, 
tee, hoodie, hat or garment of your choice.  
  
Depending on your level of giving, you may  
be entitled to one for free.  However, they are 
only $5 each so it may be fun to get more 
than one for style flexibility!  Please contact 
Mary Anne at mimi0113@gmail.com to 
purchase/pick up.  





 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES 
 

Nominations are made by members. PLEASE review the following rules and keep 
this in mind as you drive around our area.   

 
 

Yard of the Month guidelines were determined by  
Ken, Mary Anne, Carol J, Nancy D, Casey and Jeri. 

 

Nominations for Yard of the Month are for the front and back yards. 
 
Areas covered are Coral Springs, Parkland, Tamarac, Coconut Creek, and Margate. 
 
Anyone can nominate a yard to the club, even yourself.  This nomination is sent to 
gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com.  
 
No patios or condos are considered.   
 
Pictures of said nominations are sent for approval and a google earth search is 
completed by Jeri. 
 
Jeri will send photos of the nominations to the committee, but everyone wins unless the 
yard is not suitable.   
 
After the nominations are approved, Ken or Jeri will call and set up an appointment 
around the 15

th
 of every month.   

 
Emails are then sent to the committee for presentation of the sign with a date, time and 
addresses of the winners.  The garden is then visited by the committee and/or other 
club members and the sign is presented along with a laminated certificate. 
 
Mary Anne makes up the certificate and there are 4 signs.   
 
Nancy photographs the yard during the visit and then a collage is made and put on 
Facebook.  Photos from Facebook are then sent to Mary Anne and Dotty to be added 
to the newsletter.   Yard of the Month winners will also be uploaded to the club’s web 
site.  
 
Thirty days after placing the sign in the yards, they are picked up and taken to the next 
winners by various committee members. 
 
Any exceptions to the above guidelines are to be determined by the committee.   

 

mailto:gardenclubs2020@yahoo.com




The Garden Club of Coral Springs Schedule of Events 2025-2026 
Meetings are held at Northwest Regional Library in Coral Springs 

(Events and Speakers are subject to change.) 
 
 
 
 

DATE EVENT 

April 9 
(Thursday) 

10 AM to 12 PM - Field trip to Jesse Durko Nursery 

April 18 
(Saturday) 

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM - Meeting with a presentation by Ashley 
Cocherham  - Stream to Sea 

April 25 
(Saturday) 

9 AM to 12 PM - EarthFest at Sawgrass Nature Center 

April 29 
(Wednesday) 

District Meeting 

May 9 
(Saturday) 

Field Trip to Wahoo Bay & Tour Old Pompano 
 

May 14 
(Thursday) 

11:30 AM to 2:30 PM - Scholarship Luncheon - to be held at Livellos, 
2047 N University Drive, Coral Springs 
 

 
We plant and maintain a vegetable garden at Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildlife Hospital to 

help feed the animals. 
 

We planted and maintain a native garden at Whispering Woods Park. 
 

We planted and maintain a Florida friendly garden at Veteran’s Park in Coral Springs. 
 

We will be hosting a series at Northwest Regional Library  “Color Your World with Plants”. 
 

We have a plot in the Community Garden of Coral Springs to grow vegetables and flowers. 
 

PLEASE CONTACT LUANNEBETZ@GMAIL.COM  
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE. 

 
 

 
If you have a wonderful place to recommend for a field trip or a 

guest speaker you think we would all enjoy and learn from, 
please feel free to contact Debbie Strong with your suggestion 

at deb.bob@outlook.com. 
















